
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

May 2, 2021    9 a.m. 
  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Prelude  
 

Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Words of Welcome  
Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ (responsive)      
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

Gathering Invitation (responsive)  
One:   We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ. 
ALL:   We come because we seek to abide in Christ. 
  The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit. 
   We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, productive. 

If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us. 
We come because we strive to be faithful disciples. 

We gather for worship now to the glory of the One God:  
   Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer. 
   May we grow wildly as God tends us lovingly.    
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Opening Song of Praise   “Gather Us In” 
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Gathering Prayer (unison) 
Most Gracious God, we greet you once again in this sacred time. We have come because we 
need to be reminded of your love and your expectations for our living. We are like the vine you 
planted, watered, and protected. We know in our hearts that we need, want and desire your 
presence in our lives.  
 

So we come in prayer and listen for your word to speak to our hearts and reveal again your 
desires for us. Amen. 
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Opening Song of Praise   “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  

   

Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (responsive)  
One: Jesus said: “I am the vine, you are the branches.” 
ALL:  We thank you, gracious God, for Jesus Christ the true vine, with his roots eternally   

  grounded in you. We rejoice that by grace we have been grafted into him, to be   
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  branches on a vine which bears the loveliest of all the fruits of earth. Yet we   
  confess that all is not well with the way we live. 
Please forgive us for the occasions when we have been the ones to introduce disease into the   

  vine, preferring its contamination to the vigor of health. 
Forgive us for neglecting to draw deeply on the vitality of life, for our tendency to 
wander, instead of growing on the framework your provide, for being content, 
and sometimes even proud of, a few sparse or undersized fruits, for the apathy 
which lets us to go through some seasons without bearing any fruit. 

  Have mercy on us. Please do not lose patience or sever us completely from the true vine.   
  Rather heal our diseases, discipline and train our wandering tendrils, prune our unfruitful   
  branches and cut away our diseased ones.  
   May we remain in Christ and he in us, through all the changing seasons of life.  
   Let us delight in bearing the fruits of love which are our true purpose and joy.  
   For your Name’s sake.  Amen! 
 

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
 

Response of Thanksgiving    
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen, Amen.  
 

Sharing God’s Word  John 15:1-8 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every 
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I 
have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and 
I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, 
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

Meditation    

 

Choral Call to Prayer  “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”  
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Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Special Music  “Many Are the Lightbeams”   
 

Affirmation of Faith     UCC Statement of Faith 
We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit,  
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and our Father, and to his deeds we testify:  
He calls the worlds into being, creates man in his own image  
and sets before him the ways of life and death.  
He seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.  
He judges men and nations by his righteous will declared through prophets and apostles. | 
 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord,  
he has come to us and shared our common lot,  
conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to himself.  
He bestows upon us his Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ,  
binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races. 
 

He calls us into his church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship,  
to be his servants in the service of men, to proclaim the gospel to all the world  
and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table,  
to join him in his passion and victory.  
He promises to all who trust him forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace,  
courage in the struggle for justice and peace,  
his presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in his kingdom which has no end.  
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto him. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts   
 

Offertory    
  

Response     
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  
 

Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
God of wonder, we offer you our humble gifts, signs of your goodness and mercy.  Receive 
them with our gratitude, that through us, all people may know the riches of your love in the 
Word made flesh. Amen. 
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Song of Dedication  “Nearer My God to Thee” 

   
 

Benediction 
 

Benediction Choral Response  “Alleluia”   

 
 

Postlude  


