
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

November 24, 2021    6 p.m. 
  Thanksgiving Eve 

Gathering Music  
Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Piano/Organ Prelude   "Sing To The King!"  by Billy Foote 
 

Words of Welcome  
 

Choral Call to Worship 
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ (responsive)      
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

*Opening Song      “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”        #559 verse 1 
 

*Gathering Invitation 
 

*Gathering Prayer (unison) 
Gracious Creator, we give you thanks for all the ways that you bless our lives:  the beauty and 
abundance of nature, the love of family and friends, the joy of knowing you and hearing your 
word. Send your Spirit during this time of worship so that we might dream your dreams and 
see visions of the world as you created it to be. Guide our thoughts and actions. Bring us closer  
to you so that we might do your will and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 
  

*Song   “For the Beauty of the Earth”  #560 verses 1, 3, and 5 
 

*Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison)  
Gracious creator, you have given us so much, but too often we take those gifts for granted,  
or as something to which we are entitled. You call us to live in caring community, but too often 
we place our wants and needs first, with those of others a distant second. You call us to share 
your gifts with the world around us, but we are worried that there may not be enough, and our 
worrying gets in the way of our sharing. For all the times when we mistreat and misuse your 
gifts, for all the times we assume that we get what we have by ourselves, forgive us and lead 
us back to your path. Amen. 
   

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

*Assurance of God’s Love 
 

*Response of Thanksgiving    #623 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:    

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen, Amen.  
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Litany of Thanksgiving 
 

One:   Creating God, we thank you for making the fruitful earth produce what is needed for life. 
ALL:    Bless those who work in the fields; grant that we may all share the fruits of the   
   earth, rejoicing in your goodness. 
  Gracious God, when you open your hand, you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
   Bless the land and the waters and give the world a plentiful harvest.  
  Let your spirit go forth to renew the face of the earth. 

Bless us all so that, as you show us your love and kindness in the bounty of the land 
and sea, your spirit might save us from the selfish use of your gifts.  

Glorious God, according to your wisdom the deep waters are opened up and the clouds drop 
gentle moisture. 
  We praise you for the return of planting and harvest seasons. 
 For the fertility of the soil, for the harvesting of the crops, 

 

And for all the other blessings which you in your generosity pour out for your 
people. 
 

(Silence) 
 

Bless all of us gather here. 
 Bless those who cannot gather.  
Bless those who face transition. 
 Bless those who fear newness. 
Bless those in times of stress. 
Bless us when we lack and yearn.  Loving God, bless us in all of our seasons and 
give us a full understanding of our mercy. And bless the world, so that your 
children everywhere may give you thanks, through Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

Sharing God’s Word   
Joel 2:21-27 
Do not fear, O soil;  
    be glad and rejoice, 
    for the LORD has done great things! 
Do not fear, you animals of the field, 
    for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
the tree bears its fruit, 
    the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
O children of Zion, be glad 
    and rejoice in the LORD your God; 
for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 
    he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
    the early and the later rain, as before. 
The threshing floors shall be full of grain, 
    the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
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I will repay you for the years 
    that the swarming locust has eaten, 
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
    my great army, which I sent against you. 
You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 
    and praise the name of the LORD your God, 
    who has dealt wondrously with you. 
And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
    and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other. 
And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

 

Matthew 6:25-33 
Do Not Worry 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 
his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of 
little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What 
will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
 
 

Choir Anthem    “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
 

Meditation 
 

Choral Call to Prayer 
Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
 

(We do not pray to inform God of our needs; we pray because we depend on God and trust in God’s love for us. 
Let us enter into a time of quiet communion with God.) 

 

Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts 
 Offertory   
*Response    #625  
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*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
God of all creation, thank you for the wonderful things you have made.  
Thank you for the universe full of stars and planets.  
Thank you for our world, full of life. 
Thank you for making each one of us. 
Thank you for loving each one of us.  
Take these gifts we now offer back to you.  
May they be used to the glory of our name. 
We offer you ourselves and all the gifts you have blessed us with.  
Take us and use us to share your love with the world. Amen. 
 

*Song of Dedication   “Now Thank We All Our God”  #556 
 

*Benediction 
 

*Choral Benediction 
 

Piano/Organ Postlude "Fantasia on Thanksgiving Themes"  arr. by Jerry van der Pol 
 
 

 

Announcements 
Mission of the Month Our November Mission of the Month is The Giving Tree.  The Giving Tree 
for Head Start families is back! The ornaments will be available to take starting Sunday 
November 21. If you are not able to shop but would like to contribute financially, other 
volunteers could shop for you. Please write “giving tree” in the memo of your check. Financial 
contributions need to be made by December 12th or earlier in order for shopping to be 
completed on time. Please wrap all gifts and attach the ornament tag and deliver to church by 
December 16th. Thank you for giving and making Christmas brighter for these families.  If are 
interested in helping pack up and delivering the gifts on December 17th please let Laurie Joa 
know 920-451-0445 
 

Poinsettia Plants are available for purchase in honor or in memory of loved ones to enhance our 
worship space.  Order envelopes are available on the table in the back of the sanctuary.  All 
orders are due in the church office by November 28th. 
 

Can you help?  There is a project list posted in the Narthex of things that need to be done 
around church.  If you find a project that you can take care of or sponsor, please add your name 
by that task and someone from the Property Committee will be in touch with you.  Thanks for 
your help! 
 
 

tel:920-451-0445

