
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

January 2, 2022    10 a.m. 
Epiphany 

Gathering Music    
Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Prelude 
Words of Welcome  
Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

Opening Song  “Morning Has Broken”   #60 
 

Gathering Invitation (responsive) 
One:  In the beginning, God created light. 
ALL:   Morning broke open on the first day. 
 God sent the Light. 
  Jesus, the Christ came to the world’s people. 
 Morning light opens for us.  
  God’s light illumines our lives and opens us to worship this day.  
 

*Calling us Into the Light    
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ (responsive)      
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

*Gathering Prayer (unison)  
God of all people and all places, like the magi, we would journey into the presence of Jesus the 
Christ. There we would offer our gifts, before Christ we would lay the realities of our lives, 
good and bad. We offer our joy, love, and laughter, that they might be made holy. We 
relinquish our bitterness, hatred, and worry that we might be made whole once more, through 
the living spirit of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This section intentionally left blank. 
 



 | P a g e  

 

2 

 

*Song    “Arise, Your Light is Come” 

 
 

*Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (responsive)  
One:   Jesus, the Light comes to the world: 
ALL:   Our eyes, long used to the darkness, fatigued from long searching, blink and  
   twitch. We jerk away and do not answer. 
 The Light comes to our lives: 
  Shuddering with the warmth, preferring loneliness to the pain of answering, we  
   jerk away and do not answer. 
 The Light comes to touch our bodies and our spirit; 
  But we are lost in logic, living in our heads. Our bodies give us away to the truth  
   of isolation. 
 Calling, calling our names, the Light comes: 
  Preferring to hear it as the ice-rattling branches of winter trees, we turn away,  
   crouched against the wind, and do not answer. 
   

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

*Assurance of God’s Love 
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*Response of Thanksgiving #623 “Gloria Patri” 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:    

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.  
 

Sharing God’s Word (Responsively)  Isaiah 60:1-6  
One:  Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  
ALL:  For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;  
   but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.  
  Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  

Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you;  
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their 
nurses’ arms.  

Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance   
  of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  

  A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah;  
   all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall  
   proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

Song  “We Three Kings”  #166 verse 1 
 

Sharing God’s Word Matthew 2:1-12 
The Visit of the Wise Men 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men[a] from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising,[b] and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah[c] was to be born. They told him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.’” 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men[e] and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 
that they had seen at its rising,[f] until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they 
saw that the star had stopped,[g] they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
  

Meditation 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
(We do not pray to inform God of our needs; we pray because we depend on God and trust in God’s love for us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23171a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23172b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23174c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23176d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23177e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23179f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23180g
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Let us enter into a time of quiet communion with God.) 
 

Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts 
 

Offertory  
(There are offering plates at the rear of the sanctuary to accept your financial offerings to support the mission and ministry of 

Grace Church. Offerings can also be mailed into the church. Thank you!) 
 

*Response   #625  
 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
Amen. 
 

*Affirmation of Faith  United Church of Christ Statement of Faith  
We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and our Father, and to his 
deeds we testify: 
He calls the worlds into being, creates man in his own image and sets before him the ways of 
life and death. 
 

He seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 
 

He judges men and nations by his righteous will declared through prophets and apostles. 
 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, he has come to us and shared 
our common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to himself. 
 

He bestows upon us his Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, binding 
in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races. 
 

He calls us into his church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be his servants in the 
service of men, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, to share in 
Christ’s baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory. 
 

He promises to all who trust him forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage in the 
struggle for justice and peace, his presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in his kingdom 
which has no end. 
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto him. 
Amen. 
 

*Song of Dedication #138 “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
 

*Benediction (unison) 
 

Postlude  
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Announcements from Grace United Church of Christ 
500 School Street Kohler, Wisconsin 

Church office: 920.452.6795 graceucckohler@gmail.com 
Rev. Beth Petzke, Pastor (rev.beth.petzke@gmail.com 920.371.8018) 

 

This week’s Calendar at a Glance: 

Today:  10am Worship at Grace (in person and Livestream)  
Wednesday: ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE  

6pm Choir Rehearsal 
   6:30pm Confirmation 
Sunday:   9 am Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 
   10am Worship at Grace (in person and Livestream) 
 

UPCOMING DATES OF NOTE:  
Wednesday, January 5th Annual Reports are due in the church office 
 

Celebration Moments this Week: 
Birthdays:  Danielle Picard, Jim Tesmer, Ronda Hendricks, Barb Ruppel, Bev Kramer 
Anniversaries:  none 

 

This Month’s Usher Schedule:  
Jan 2- Deb & Larry Ter Maat 
Jan 9- Mike & Carol Skeris 
Jan 16- Wendy Optiz & David Rabe 
Jan 23- Dan Montgomery & Larry Ter Maat 
 

Kwik Trip SCRIP is available in the church office for purchase before or after worship.   
 

Can you help?  There is a project list posted in the Narthex of things that need to be done around church.  If you 
find a project that you can take care of or sponsor, please add your name by that task and someone from the 
Property Committee will be in touch with you.  Thanks for your help! 
 

The Sheboygan County Warming Shelter needs your help.  Volunteers are needed to help staff the center from 
Dec 27th-March of 2022.  The Sheboygan County Warming Center has been helping so many people in the 5 years 
they’ve been in operation.  To learn how to help, contact Steven Guenther at 920-452-5296. 
 

Financial Gifts must be received by the church by Wednesday, December 29th to be included on your 2021 
annual giving statements.   

 

 
 

COVID-19 Guidelines at Grace United Church of Christ 

In consideration of those in our faith community who are unable to get vaccinated.  

Please love your neighbor by following the guidelines below:  

For those who are not vaccinated: please wear a mask and follow physical distancing. If would prefer not to wear a 

mask, you are invited to join us online for worship. 

For those who are vaccinated: masking and physical distancing are optional. 

Each individual is on their honor to follow the appropriate guidelines given their vaccination status. 

For all who plan to join us for worship in person (vaccinated or unvaccinated): 

-If you are sick, not feeling well, have a fever (100.4) or higher, please join us for worship online. 

-In the rear of the sanctuary (in the lounge) is a space dedicated for those who would prefer to worship in person and 

are more comfortable with physical distancing in mind.  


