
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

December 5, 2021    10 a.m. 
  Second Sunday in Advent – Reclaiming Peace 

Gathering Music  
Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Prelude 
Words of Welcome  
Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

Choral Call to Worship 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ (responsive)      
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

Gathering Invitation (responsive) 
One:  “God raised up a mighty savior for us, 
ALL:   As God spoke through the prophets, 
  God showed mercy promised to our ancestors; 
   God remembered the holy covenant. 
  By the tender mercy of our God, 
   the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
  To give light to those in the shadow of death, 
   to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 

Advent Preparation  “It Is Well with My Soul” #493 verse 1 only  
 

Advent Candle Lighting 
 

A Time of Reflection 
 

*Gathering Prayer (unison)  
Holy God of Peace, we seek your peace in these darkening days. We seek a calm within us, and 
an absence of conflict between people and nations. But more deeply, we seek your shalom – 
the deep and abiding peace that will come only through the justice of your kingdom. Amen. 
 

*Song   “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  #124 
 

*Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (responsive)  
One:  The voice of one comes crying out in the wilderness  
ALL:   prepare the way of the Lord. 

A messenger prepares the way, transforming us like the refiner’s fire   
calling us to account. 

For the prophets of old have spoken, announcing the breaking open of the dawn  
    guiding our feet in the way of peace. 
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Merciful God forgive us…Forgive us when we are quick to point the finger at someone else.  
Forgive us when we put our heads down and ignore the cries of injustice.  
Forgive us when we presume to understand the complexity of issues that divide and distract  
the peoples of the land your feet once walked. 
 

Merciful God... forgive us, heal us, encourage us and speak through us, that we may be 
transformed through the refiner’s fire, and the offerings of our hands and our hearts  
may prepare the way for the Christ child to be welcomed among us in peace. Amen. 

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

*Assurance of God’s Love 

*Response of Thanksgiving    #623 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:    

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen, Amen.  
 

Sharing God’s Word  
Luke 1:68-79 (responsive) 
One:  “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people  

and redeemed them. 
ALL:   He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, 
   as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
   that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
  Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy   
  covenant, the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being  
  rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and   
  righteousness before him all our days. 
   And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
       for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
   to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. 
  By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
    to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
       to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 

Sharing God’s Word Luke 3:1-6 
The Proclamation of John the Baptist 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
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    make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
    and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
 

Choir Anthem  “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”  Arr. Fred Bock   
 

Meditation 
 

Choral Call to Prayer 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
(We do not pray to inform God of our needs; we pray because we depend on God and trust in God’s love for us. 

Let us enter into a time of quiet communion with God.) 

Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts 
Offertory  

(There are offering plates at the rear of the sanctuary to accept your financial offerings to support  
the mission and ministry of Grace Church. Offerings can also be mailed into the church. Thank you!) 

 

*Response    #625  
 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
Holy One, this Advent season we wait in peace, and we give in peace. A peace deeper than our 
anxiety and fear. A peace growing from our trust in your loving power. Receive these 
generous offerings, and use them to bring your peace to our world. Amen. 
 

*Song of Dedication  Tune #427  written by Louis Kinsey 
 

Come soon, the day, when peace shall reign 
And nations fight no more 
When spears are turned to pruning hooks 
And love displaces hateful looks 
When none shall train for war 
When none shall train for war (from Isaiah 2:4 NIV) 
 

Come soon, the day, when Christ the King 
Will rule in all the earth 
When nations live beneath his law 
To glory in their strength no more 
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And dwell in love and peace 
And dwell in love and peace (from Micah 4:3 NIV) 
 

Come soon, the day when love is crowned 
And sin at last cast down 
When faithful hearts can rest in peace 
And battles of the soul will cease 
When Christ at last appears 
When Christ at last appears (from 1 Peter 2:11 NIV) 
 

Come, peace of Christ to fill our hearts 
And make our spirits bold 
A peace, not as this dark world gives, 
The peace of Christ, for Jesus lives 
And fills our hearts with love 
And fills our hearts with love. (from John 14:27 NIV)   
 

*Benediction (unison) 
Let us be a people of peace. 
Let peace live in our hearts and share the peace of Christ with all we meet –  
sharing peace by acting out of compassion and not fear;  
sharing peace by listening to all sides of the story; sharing peace by praying for our world. 
In this Advent season, we need to see, feel, and share peace. 
As we go out into the wonder of God’s creations, share peace and hope with those you meet. 
Amen. 
 

Choral Benediction 
 

Postlude  


