
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

April 3, 2022    10 a.m. 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Gathering Music    
Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Words of Welcome 
 

Lenten Choral Call to Worship  #428  “I Need Thee Every Hour”  verse 1 
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ (responsive)      
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

*Opening Song #262  “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
 

*Gathering Invitation (responsive) 
One:  Let us worship God, who has done great things. 
ALL:     We rejoice in our God, who made a way through the desert of this world. 

Let us worship God, who has caused streams of mercy to flow in the wasteland. 
   We are the people God has formed through Christ; we worship him,  
   and we rejoice! 
  Let us worship God in spirit and in truth. 
 

*Gathering Prayer (unison)  
Loving God, how lavishly you pour out the costly gift of your grace upon us. 
Fill our homes and our lives with the fragrance of your love, so that we may show your glory 
and serve your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*Song #529  “O, How I Love Jesus” 
 

*Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison)  
God of grace, you call us into your glorious future. When we dwell on the past, you tell us to 
remember no longer the things of old. When we fail to notice the poor among us, you call us to 
give freely of what we have. When we are reluctant to share our gifts and talents, you give 
your own life so that we may life. Free us, Holy Spirit, from self-absorption and from fear. 
Amen.  

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

*Assurance of God’s Love 
 

*Response of Thanksgiving    #623 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:    
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen, Amen.  
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Sharing God’s Word   
Isaiah 43:16-21 
Thus says the LORD, 
    who makes a way in the sea, 
    a path in the mighty waters, 
who brings out chariot and horse, 
    army and warrior; 
they lie down, they cannot rise, 
    they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
Do not remember the former things, 
    or consider the things of old. 
I am about to do a new thing; 
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
    and rivers in the desert. 
The wild animals will honor me, 
    the jackals and the ostriches; 
for I give water in the wilderness, 
    rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people, 
    the people whom I formed for myself 
so that they might declare my praise. 
 
John 12:1-8 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised 
from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those 
at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ 
feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But 
Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this 
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” (He said this not 
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and 
used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might 
keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have 
me.” 
    

Meditation 

 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
 

(We do not pray to inform God of our needs; we pray because we depend on God and trust in God’s love for us. 
Let us enter into a time of quiet communion with God.) 

 

Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
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  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts 
 

Offertory    
(There are offering plates at the rear of the sanctuary to accept your financial offerings to support the mission and 

ministry of Grace Church. Offerings can also be mailed into the church. Thank you!) 
 

*Response    #625  
 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
You, Lord, are our God, and we are your people. As you have placed your generosity in our 
hearts, we pray now for the blessing of pouring it out for others. May the gifts we bring be of 
use in your kingdom, bringing hope to the despairing, light in the valley of shadows, peace in 
the midst of chaos. Make these tokens of our gratitude into a sign that shows your glory, until 
all come to see your gracious love. Amen. 
 

*Affirmation of Faith    Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the one holy universal Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Song of Dedication #363 “More Love to Thee” 

 

*Benediction 
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*Choral Benediction  

 
 

Postlude  


