
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

December 24, 2020    4 p.m. 
  Christmas Eve with Holy Communion 

Organ/Piano Duet Prelude   
Centering Prayer 

O God of love, you have brought us together tonight and blessed us with your very self. 
Open our eyes to the light of Christ which glows I the darkness of a world engulfed in 

apathy, pain, and loss; a world separated from you. Speak to us now that we may hear 
the good news of your salvation. Bring us into the wonder of your presence. Fill us with 

that light so that we may carry it out with us into our lives. Amen. 
 

Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Announcements 
Christmas Welcome  
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath – The Candle of Christ 
One: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  
ALL:  This is the light of the world, and the darkness cannot extinguish it.  
  On this holy eve, we remember the gifts of God this season of Advent:  
   the hope, peace, joy, and love that has been made known to us in a new way.  
  In lighting this last candle, we remember that Christ came into our world and lives in an   
  unexpected way,  
   as one of us, and Christ will come again. Jesus is born again anew in us today. 
 

Gathering Song  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
    O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here, until the son of God appear.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!   

 

Gathering Invitation (responsive) 
One: When an angel of the Lord appeared to Mary, Mary said yes, 
   even in the midst of the unknown.  
ALL:  When an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph, Joseph said yes,  
   even in the midst of uncertainty.  
 When we consider the origins of our Christian faith in the midst of mystery and glory, we say 

yes to God. 
  When we celebrate the birth of Christ, we proclaim God is with us, Emmanuel. 
 Rejoice, for God is with us – Emmanuel. 
  In the darkness of our world shines God’s holy light. 
 Now there is reason to hope, to love, to laugh, to live. 
  God is truly with us, we are not alone. Thanks be to God! 
 Come! Let us worship.  
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Opening Song of Praise   “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
     O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
     O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
     Come and behold him, born the king of angels! 
     O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
     O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Gathering Prayer (unison) 
Gracious God, with joy and thanksgiving in our hearts, we gather in body and in spirit as your 
people. We have come to hear again the timeless story of Christ’s birth. In the excitement of 
this night, quiet our hearts that we may know the peace and fullness of this holy time. Shine,  
O light, in the darkness of our world. Sing, O angels, in the stillness of our hearts, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth, peace among those God favors.” This we pray in the name of 
the child of Bethlehem. Amen. 
 

Senior Choir   “Gloria in Excelsis Deo”  
 

Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison) 
Holy God, the good news of the psalmist proclaims: “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me,   
and the light around me will be night.” Even the darkness is not dark to God, and the night is as 
bright as the day. God, who promised never to leave us or forsake us, has come to us in Jesus 
Christ who binds up the brokenhearted, heals all our infirmities, and relieves our burden of 
sin. Hear now our confessions in the silence of these moments. 
 

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
 

Response of Thanksgiving #623 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.  
 

First Reading  Luke 2:1-7 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

Song    “Away in a Manger” 
    Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;  
the stars in the sky looked down where he lay,  
the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.  

 

Christmas Message “Preparing a Place for Christ” 
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Senior Choir Anthem “Kneeling at the Manger” 
 

Second Reading  Luke 2:9-14 
 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 
Song    “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 
    It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,  

from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:  
“Peace on earth, good will to men, from heavn’s all-gracious king!”  
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 

 

Third Reading  Luke 2:15-18 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
 

Senior Choir Anthem “Shepherds Awake” 
 

Fourth Reading  Matthew 2:1-11 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set 
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 

Song    “The First Noel” 

The first Noel, the angel did say, 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel. 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Song of Preparation “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” verse 1  

 
 

Invitation 
 

Communion Prayer (responsive) 
One: May the God of hope, peace, joy, and love be with you. 
ALL:  And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them up to God. 
 Let us give thanks to God most high. 
   It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Consecrating the Elements 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Sharing the Gifts of God 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (sung to the tune of “Angel’s from the Realms of Glory”) 
 Thank the Lord, God’s praises voicing for God’s promised faithfulness! 
 All who seek the Lord, rejoicing tell God’s love, God’s same confess,  
 for God leads us, with thanksgiving in the paths of righteousness. 
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Candle Lighting Service 

Special Music  “Silent Night” 
 

Closing Christmas Words 
 

Song     “Silent Night”   
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and Child. 
Holy Infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Benediction  
 

Choral Response   “Joy to the World”  
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

Organ/Piano Duet Postlude    
Flutes: Susan Braatz Keene, Ginny Braatz Krause; and piano, Sydney Krause.   
 

Announcements from Grace United Church of Christ 
500 School Street Kohler, Wisconsin 

Church office: 920.452.6795 graceucckohler@gmail.com 
Rev. Beth Petzke, Pastor (rev.beth.petzke@gmail.com 920.371.8018) 

 

View Worship Online Join us for worship on 
Facebook (posted on Sundays at 9am) or on our new 
website. OR To RSVP for in-person worship please 
signup online or call the church office (920.452.6795) 
 

Virtual Coffee Hour Instructions  
This is an interactive opportunity to check in with 

one another. All are welcome, so feel free to share.  Click Here to join us on Zoom. Meeting ID: 541 996 199 
Password: 064281 or Call in on the phone: (929)205-6099 use Meeting ID: 541 996 199 
 

DVD’s of worship services are available.  Please contact the church office to be added to the list of people who 
receive our worship services by DVD.  (920) 452-6795 or graceucckohler@gmail.com  
 

We gratefully receive offerings that are mailed to the church. In addition, we have set up several online giving 
options. You can contribute to the financial health of the church by making a donation 
through  PayPal or Facebook. Thank you for your continued financial support of the ministries of Grace Church 
during this time. 
 

Grace Cookbooks are still available for sale for $13 each.  They make great Christmas gifts or stocking stuffers.  
To purchase, please contact the church office or Linda Billmann. 

This week’s Calendar at a Glance:  
Christmas Eve:  4pm Worship on Facebook  

4pm Worship in-person at Grace 
Christmas Day: 9am Worship on Facebook 
Sunday:  9am Worship on Facebook  

 

https://www.facebook.com/GraceUCCKohler/?rf=111748338861831
https://graceucckohlerwi.wixsite.com/website
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084ca9a822a7f85-grace4
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/541996199?pwd=VGY3c216dThrWDNoZWFQQkF3VVR0QT09&status=success
mailto:graceucckohler@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme2/GraceUcc?utm_source=unp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PPC000654&utm_unptid=55bd50c1-746e-11ea-973b-b875c0259eef&ppid=PPC000654&cnac=US&rsta=en_US&cust=TQVW3CSCUZBV8&unptid=55bd50c1-746e-11ea-973b-b875c0259eef&calc=406e3f8571c29&unp_tpcid=ppme-social-business-profile-created&page=main:email:PPC000654:::&pgrp=main:email&e=cl&mchn=em&s=ci&mail=sys
https://www.facebook.com/GraceUCCKohler/?rf=111748338861831

