
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

April 17, 2022    10 a.m. 
Easter 

Easter Welcome  Greetings and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ!  

      He is risen; He is risen indeed!  

 

We are so glad that you are here with us at Grace United Church of Christ to celebrate the resurrection of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ on this Easter Sunday. We will be sharing in the sacrament of Holy 

Communion. All are welcome to join in the celebration! 

Gathering Music    
Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Words of Welcome 
Announcements 
 

Choral Call to Worship  
 

Opening Scripture Psalm 118:1, 21-24 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! 

I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the Lord’s doing, it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

*Gathering Invitation (responsive) 
One:  How joyful it is, to celebrate the good news of God’s love! 
ALL:    We are called to be Easter people! 
  Darkness cannot claim us! 
   Fear cannot bind us! 
  Christ is risen! 
   Christ is risen, indeed! 
   

*Opening Song #217  “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” verse 1 and 4 
 

Gathering Prayer (unison)  
God of grace and power, we have longed and prepared for this joyous day: 

on Ash Wednesday we humbled ourselves before you, 
on Maundy Thursday we learned a new commandment, 
on Good Friday we cried at the foot of the cross, 
and on this blessed Sunday, we rejoice in the risen power of love, hope, and new life. 

Make this rising real in our own lives. Open our hearts, that we might experience you anew. 
Open our lives, that we may be faithful witnesses to your resurrection. May we, with shouts of 
joy, proclaim your steadfast, liberating love to all people, everywhere. Amen. 
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Song   “Come and Join the Celebration”   
(Lyrics used with permission from the author, Carolyn Gillette) 

 

(Tune to Hymn #2 “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”) 
Come and join the celebration! Praise the Lord and gladly sing. 
Hear the gospel proclamation: God in Christ changed everything! 
Tell again the wondrous story; let your praises rise above. 
God, we sing and give you glory for your everlasting love. 
 

Sing with joy, for on a Sunday friends of Jesus went to grieve. 
Soon they found his tomb was empty; telling others, they believed. 
God of miracle and wonder, Jesus died and lives again. 
Death has lost, for you are stronger; all creation sings, "Amen!" 
 

God, we sing, for there is nothing that can keep your love away — 
Not oppression, hardship, famine, things to come or things today. 
Heights and depths cannot defeat us; death will never be the same. 
Christ is risen! So you promise: we have life in Jesus' name. 
 

Sing with joy, each generation! Sing with those who've gone before. 
Join the kingdom celebration, old and young, both rich and poor. 
We have life, for we're forgiven; where, O death, is now your sting? 
Born of dust, we're claimed for heaven, so let all God's people sing. 
 
 

*Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison)  
When our faith stands at the grave, grieving for a stone that's rolled away, forgive us. 
When our faith is short of understanding though the truth is there to see, forgive us. 
When our faith, surrounded by doubt, sees no further than an empty tomb today, forgive us. 
Bring to mind the cry of Mary, ‘I have seen the Lord!' and grant us faith to believe! Amen.  
   

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

*Assurance of God’s Love for Us  
 

*The Peace (responsive) 
One:  Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  

   The peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, be with you all.  

ALL:  And also with you.  
 

*Response of Thanksgiving    #623 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now 
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.  
 

A Reading from Our Faith Tradition 
One: May we be struck by the wisdom of these words and marked by hearing them. 
ALL:  For within the story lies meaning, and within meaning, the wisdom  
   for which we seek. 
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Gospel Reading   John 20:1-18 
 

Song  “Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!” 
(Tune: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”) 
 

Christ is risen! Shout hosanna! Celebrate this day of days! 
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: all creation is amazed. 
In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown. 
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown. 
 

Meditation 

 

Choral Call to Prayer 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 

  (We do not pray to inform God of our needs; we pray because we depend on God  

  and trust in God’s love for us. Let us enter into a time of quiet communion with God.) 

Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Choir Anthem  “Eternal Light” 
 

Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts 
Offertory   Bell Choir   “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 
(There are offering plates at the rear of the sanctuary to accept your financial offerings to support 
the mission and ministry of Grace Church. Offerings can also be mailed into the church. Thank you!)  
 

*Response    #625  
 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
Generous and surprising God, when we thought that death had claimed your only son,  
you amazed us with the resurrection. Surprise us again with your ability to turn these  
humble offerings into gifts that will transform the world through our witness to your love.  
We lay our very lives at your feet, O God, knowing that you will use us to proclaim and  
embody the gospel. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The United Church of Christ practices open communion.  All are welcome at the table.   

 
Communion Preparation Song “The Day of Resurrection” #226 verse 1  
 

Invitation 
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Communion Prayer (responsive) 
One: The Lord be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you.  
  Lift up your hearts to God.  
   We lift them up to the one who created us.  
  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
   Praise and thanks are offered to the one who restores us to life.  
  We continue in a spirit of prayer.  
 

Response (responsive) 
One:  So with the church down through the ages we join in unending praise:  
ALL:   Holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
   Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Remembering Jesus 
One:  Guided by the teaching of the prophets and the Holy Spirit he taught us wisdom, compassion,   
  and most of all, about life-giving, self-giving, relationship-completing love.  
ALL:   We remember the last meal he ate with his disciples, in an upper room,  
   apart from the crowds who normally followed.  
  We remember also the time when some of his followers were journeying to Emmaus and   
  they recognized in a stranger the risen Christ when they broke bread together.  
   These gifts of wheat and vine connect us to the age-old story of you calling your   
   people, and your people following, or going astray, and your calling them again.  
  As followers, we can proclaim the mystery that lies at the heart of our faith:  
   Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again.  
 

Words of Institution 
 

Consecration of Elements 
 

We Feast at the Lord’s Table 
 

*We Give Thanks (unison) 
We give thanks, loving God, that you have refreshed us at your table. Strengthen our faith; 
increase our love for one another. We are fed by your love; we are strengthened by your life.  
We are sent forth into this world to live your way and share your joy. We are now 
commissioned to: feed as we have been fed, forgive as we have been forgiven, love as we have 
been loved. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

*Song #220    “He Lives” verses 1 and 3 
    

*Benediction (responsive) 
One:  The tomb is empty, Christ has risen. As you journey in faith, may your life be full, your love be  
  abundant, and your hope be eternal. Live this day and always for Christ Jesus because the  
  Risen Christ lives in you.  
ALL:    Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
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*Benediction Choral Response        “Lift High the Cross”  

(Please join the choir when directed to do so) 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 
 Till all the world adore His sacred name. 
  

Postlude 
 

Announcements: Announcements from Grace United Church of Christ 

500 School Street Kohler, Wisconsin 
Church office: 920.452.6795 graceucckohler@gmail.com 

Rev. Beth Petzke, Pastor (rev.beth.petzke@gmail.com 920.371.8018) 
Mary Ann Bichler, Organist    Markus Anderson, Choir Director 

          Paul Green, Church Council President   Sue Hildebrand, Choir Accompanist 
                                                           Shelley Heinemann, Bell Choir Director                                                                                     

Today:  9 am Sunday School  
  10am Choir 
  10am Worship at Grace (in person and Livestream) 
Celebration Moments this Week: 

Birthdays:  Emma Hapeman, Karl Linck, Amy Kalmerton, Colton Zielgelbauer, Braeden Ziegelbauer, 
Dorothy Mohr 
Anniversaries:  Paul & Lynn Green, Rebecca & Brian Payne 

 

This Month’s Usher Schedule:  
April 17th Larry & Deb Ter Maat 
April 24th Carol & Mike Skeris 
May 1st Wendy Opitz & Dave Rabe 
 

Welcome to worship at Grace United Church of Christ. Happy Easter! Thank you for joining us, 
and we hope you will worship with us again soon.  
 

Thank you to all who made this Easter service possible –  
 

A/V & Live Stream Team, Bell Choir, Bell Choir Director, Choir Director, Church Secretary, 
Organist/Choir Accompanist, Senior Choir, Ushers, Worship Enhancement Team aka “Church 
Mice”  
 

Thank you to all who have joined us for worship – in person and online. Happy Easter! 
 

Thank you to all who purchased Easter plants to enhance our worship space this morning: 
 
Tanya Andrews-Cudworth  Margy Horneck 
Heidi Becker    Bev Kramer 
Mary Ann Bichler    Jim & Jean Limberg 
Suzie Bolling    Dan & Sarah Montgomery 
Judy Cudworth    Sharon Lee Murlasits 
Maureen Faucher    Beth & Dan Petzke 
Paul & Lynn Green 
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COVID-19 Guidelines at Grace United Church of Christ 
 

We have established a 2 dedicated spaces in our church that require masks except for those age 4 and under. Both locations will 
include signs indicating these designated spaces where masks are required.  The first space is the upstairs balcony where seating is 
physically distanced. Please note that the space is not fully enclosed since it does look out over the congregation.  The second space is the 
lounge in the rear of the sanctuary. It is an extension of our worship space on the main level that is separated by glass windows and 
wooden doors on either side. The glass sliding doors will remain closed at all times. All doors to this room will remained closed at all times 
unless entering or exiting by the wooden doors. In addition to glass windows, there is a dedicated speaker.  The seating is physically 
distanced in this room as well.  
 

For those who are not vaccinated: please wear a mask and follow physical distancing. If would prefer not to wear a mask, you are invited to 

join us online for worship. 
 

For those who are vaccinated: masking and physical distancing are optional.  Each individual is on their honor to follow the appropriate 

guidelines given their vaccination status. 
 

For all who plan to join us for worship in person (vaccinated or unvaccinated): 

-If you are sick, not feeling well, have a fever (100.4) or higher, please join us for worship online. 

 


