
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

December 9, 2020    4 p.m. 
Blue Christmas – A Service of Healing and Hope for the Season      

Prelude  
 

Time of Centering  
God consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able 

to console those who are in any affliction. For just as the 
sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also our 

consolation is abundant through Christ. 
         2 Corinthians 1:4b-5 
 

Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
 

Welcome 
 

Gathering Invitation/Prayer (responsive)    
One: May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the    
  fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
ALL:    And also with you. 
One:   The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  

on those who live in a land of deep shadow, a light has shone.  
For the yoke that was weighing upon them, and the burden   

  upon their shoulders, you have broken in pieces, 0 God,  
our Redeemer. Let us pray: 

ALL:         God of mercy, hear our prayer in this Advent season for   
   ourselves and for our families who live with painful    
   thoughts and memories. We ask for strength for today,  
   courage for tomorrow, and peace for the past. We ask  

these things in the name of your Christ, who shares our   
  life in joy and sorrow, death and new birth, despair and   
  promise. Amen. 

 

Opening Song   “Precious Lord” 
 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
  

A Responsive Reading from Psalm 121 
One:    I will lift up my eyes to the hills, from where is my help to come? 
ALL:        My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven  
   and earth 
  He will not let your foot be moved and he who watches over you  
  will not fall asleep. 



   Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel shall neither   
   slumber nor sleep. 
  The Lord himself watches over you; the Lord is your shade at  
  your right hand. 

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the  
moon by night 

The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; it is he who shall  
keep you safe. 
  The Lord shall watch over your going out and  
  your coming in, from this time forth for ever more. 
Glory to the God, the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.    
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  
 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 
 

A Liturgy of Remembering           
One:  The first candle we light is to remember those whom we have loved and lost.  
  We pause to remember their name, their face, their voice, the memory that  

binds them to us in this season. 
ALL:     May God’s eternal love surround them. 
One:  The second candle we light is to redeem the pain of loss, the loss   
  of someone who was very important to us, part of our lives, part    
  of our own selves. We pause to gather up the pain of the past   
  and offer it to God, asking that from God’s hands we receive the  
  gift of peace. 
ALL:      Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and lead us into your future. 
One:  The third candle we light is to remember ourselves this  
   Christmas time. We pause and remember these past weeks and    
    months, the disbelief, the anger, the down times, the poignancy  
   of reminiscing, the hugs and handshakes of family and friends,  
  all those who stood with us. We give thanks for all the support  
  we have known. 
ALL:      Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness,  
   life overcomes death. 
One:  The fourth candle is lit to remember our faith and the gift of   
  hope which the Christmas story offers to us. We remember that   
  God, who shares our life, promises us a place and time of no   
  more pain and suffering. 
 ALL:      Let us remember the one who shows the way,  
            Who brings the truth and who bears the light. 

One: The Christ candle will remain unlit as a sign of waiting for a  
  future that is yet unknown to us, from which God beckons us. 

Message   “Letting in the Light” 
 



Ceremony of Remembrance and Healing 
 

Moment of Silent Personal Reflection  
 

Special Music  “Shelter Me” 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
 

Closing Song   “Hymn of Promise”    

 

Benediction 
One: May the hope of the Christ Child sustain us through this darkness. 
ALL:           That together we may shine again. Amen. 
 

Postlude 


