
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

April 4, 2021    9 a.m. 
Easter Sunday 

Prelude    “The Power of the Cross”  Piano and Organ Duet 
Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship   
Words of Welcome 
 

Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

Choral Call to Worship   “I Woke Up This Morning”  

 
 



Gathering Invitation (responsive)  
One:  We awoke this morning to learn: Christ has risen! 
ALL:  Christ has risen indeed! 
 We gather: a community of faith in God’s subversive world. 
   We gather to celebrate that no darkness can extinguish light, 
  to remember that love will always be more powerful than death, 
   and to trust that peace will always be stronger than violence. 

We gather, 
   people of faith in the light of God’s world.  
 

Opening Song of Praise     “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”   

 
 



Gathering Prayer (unison) 
“Christ is risen!” “Christ is risen indeed!” 
We repeat our Easter shouts of surprise and joy again and again, for news of your victory 
over the powers of death and evil is news so startling, so amazing, so different from the news 
that bombards us day by day. 
 

Beyond our comprehension, you startle us again and again with resurrection life, bringing 
grace, hope, and joy. You, in your risen power, are shaping all our days, and so we praise you, 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Alleluia Liturgy (responsive) 
One: Alleluia is not just a word, it is a way of living…How many ways can we share ‘alleluia!’? 
ALL:  When the bread is divided, alleluia! 
   When the table is set, alleluia! 
   When the hungry are fed, alleluia! 
   When peace is celebrated, alleluia! 
   When communities are brought together, alleluia! 
   When neighbors love each other, alleluia! 
 

Choral Response   “Halle, Halle”     

 



 

Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison) 
Loving God, we confess that at times we do not share in the joy of the resurrection, but are 
caught in the worries of the world. We confess that we do not always live in the spirit of new 
life, but remain discontent, grumbling and anxious. Forgive us for not sharing in the Good 
News. Forgive us when we find it more comfortable to worry and complain than to risk the joy 
and encouragement of new life in Christ. Call us back to your ways, O God, to seek hope and 
reconciliation, restoration and peace. In the name of the Risen Christ, we pray.  
 

  (Moments of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ (responsive)      
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

Choir Anthem  “Christ Lives Again” 
 

A Reading from Our Faith Tradition 
One: May we be struck by the wisdom of these words and marked by hearing them. 
ALL:  For within the story lies meaning, and within meaning, the wisdom  
   for which we seek. 
Gospel Reading   John 20:1-18 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out 
of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple 
set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. 
He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 
the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said 
to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When 
she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on 
to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I 
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went 



and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said 
these things to her. 
 

Song     “In the Garden” verse 1  

 
 

Meditation 
  

Choir Anthem  “Love Grows Here” 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 



Invitation and Prayer of Dedication of Our Gifts to God (unison) 
Generous and surprising God, when we thought that death had claimed your only son, 
you amazed us with the resurrection. Surprise us again with your ability to turn these humble 
offerings into gifts that will transform the world through our witness to your love. 
We lay our very lives at your feet, O God, knowing that you will use us to proclaim and embody 
the gospel. Amen. 
 

Song    “The Day of Resurrection” verse 1   

 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Invitation 
 



Song of Preparation     “Let Us Break Bread Together”      

 
 

Communion Prayer (responsive) 
One: The Lord be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you.  
  Lift up your hearts to God.  
   We lift them up to the one who created us.  
  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
   Praise and thanks are offered to the one who restores us to life. Amen. 
 

We Gather and We Celebrate (responsive) 
One: What are we to make of this day? When graves are opened... When the dead awaken... 

When life refuses to be contained... 
ALL:    Then nothing is impossible! Hope is never extinguished and love is never 
conquered.  



One:   We celebrate you today, Jesus, because you have made it clear that death does not 
have the last word; because you have filled us again with hope and faith; because you 
have given us a vision of new possibilities, new realities, and new ways of being. 

ALL: Open our minds to believe what we cannot explain; open our hearts to hope 
for what we cannot see; open our lives to live and to love in the midst of 
death and despair; let resurrection happen again in us today. Amen. 

 

Choir Anthem “Lift High the Cross” 
 

We Acknowledge our Need 
One:   God, resurrection is not what we expect in our world. On the face of things, life seems 
to be under threat... our earth is grieving, our families are fracturing, our nations are at war,   
  disease is running rampant, and the light of our hope is growing dim. 
ALL:    We need the stone to be rolled away again. 
One:  Forgive us and all who have failed to honor and preserve life in all its diversity and glory. 
Forgive us and all who have allowed relationships to become less important than riches or 
recognition. Forgive us and all who continue to exalt our needs and desires over those of 
others, and who are prepared to kill to prove it. Forgive us and all who have grown blind to  
all the signs of resurrection that beckon us still.  
All:    We need the stone to be rolled away again. We need life to break out within 
us again. We need love to consume us again. Resurrect us today, O Lord, and make us 
agents of your life wherever dying and grief hold sway. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 
 

Consecration of Elements 
 

We Feast at the Lord’s Table 
 

We Give Thanks (unison) 
We thank you, O God, for your life, alive in creation, revealed in Jesus, renewed in 
resurrection, and available to us now. Thank you for touching us again with your life 
through bread and wine; for joining our lives with yours through Jesus; and for renewing 
resurrection in our hearts through your Holy Spirit. Filled with hope we embrace the 
promise of eternity, and the call to make it known at every opportunity. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 
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Song of Dedication   “The Strife is O’re”   

 
 
    

Benediction 
 

Postlude         “Lift High the Cross”  Piano and Organ Duet 
 
 


