
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

February 17, 2021    4 p.m. 
  Ash Wednesday  

Prelude  
Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Words of Welcome  
 

An Introduction to Ash Wednesday and Lent 
 

Gathering Invitation (responsive)  
One: In the middle of our busy week, we pause to observe Ash Wednesday together,  
  as a faith community. 
ALL:   We remember that God made us from fragile, blessed dust and breathes  

through us the breath of life and love.  
 From dust, we are created in God’s image and to God’s good dust we shall return.  
     With dust we claim the mark of God’s beloved creature.  

 Today we begin our 40-day Lenten journey to discover who we are created to be as 
God’s beloved. 

      In daily practices of prayer and service, we will embark upon this  
     Lenten journey. 
 We follow Jesus, God’s Beloved Child, bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, in whom 

we see God’s image most clearly. 
    Come, let us pray for strength and imagination to follow Jesus wherever  
    he will lead us this Lent.  

 

Prayer of Releasing (unison) 
Holy, holy, holy God, we place ourselves in your presence; we rest in the promise of you grace. 
Our minds and our spirits are cluttered with many thoughts and feelings that threaten to pull 
our attention away from you.  Let us unclench our fists and release these things: 
 

We release all that we have done today – whether for good or for ill. We release all that we 
feel like we should have done today, but did not do. We release all that we need to do 
tomorrow. We release our fear. We release our anxiety. We release our impatience. We 
release our pride. All of the thoughts, all of the feelings that pull us away from you, O God, we 
release.  (Moment of silence) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love   

Doxology  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.    
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Sharing God’s Word  Psalm 51 – selected verses 
Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your steadfast love;  
according to your abundant mercy 
    blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
    and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 
    and done what is evil in your sight,  
so that you are justified in your sentence 
    and blameless when you pass judgment. 
Indeed, I was born guilty, 
    a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
You desire truth in the inward being; 
    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness; 
    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins, 
    and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
    and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
    and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
    and sinners will return to you. 
Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 
    O God of my salvation, 
    and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 
O Lord, open my lips, 
    and my mouth will declare your praise. 
For you have no delight in sacrifice; 
    if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. 
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 
    a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 
    rebuild the walls of Jerusalem,  
then you will delight in right sacrifices, 
    in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; 
    then bulls will be offered on your altar. 
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Opening Song of Praise   “Abide with Me” verses 1 & 2  

 
 

Epistle Reading Romans 8:18-28 
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed 
to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself 
will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We 
know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of 
our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But 
if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 
“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from 
your Father in heaven. 
“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in 
the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when 
you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
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“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at 
the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But 
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show 
others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your 
head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in 
and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

Meditation 
 

Special Music   Choir Anthem  “Nearer My God to Thee” 
 

Dramatic Reflection & Responses (Four Biblical characters share their experiences with unintended prayer.) 
 

Tax Collector  Luke 18:13 
But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his 
breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’  
 

Sung Response: Hymn   “I Need Thee Every Hour”   verse 1 

 

 
Mary, Sister of Martha & Lazarus        John 11:28, 32 
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt 
at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  
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Sung Response: Hymn   “I Need Thee Every Hour”    verse 2   (see above) 
 

A Man with Leprosy  Matthew 9:1-2 
And after getting into a boat he crossed the sea and came to his own town. And just then some 
people were carrying a paralyzed man lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
paralytic, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”  

 

Sung Response: Hymn   “I Need Thee Every Hour”  verse 3 (see above) 
 

Mary Magdalene   John 20:11-15 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the 
head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 
them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she 
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus.  

 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him 
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.”  

 

Sung Response: Hymn   “I Need Thee Every Hour”  verse 4 (see above) 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Responsive Invitation to the Table (responsive) 
One:  We try, God knows, we try. We show up at church, hoping God will notice. We study    
  scripture, pretending God is reading to us; we put on facades to show everyone how proper   
  we are, how law-abiding, how religious; and we wonder – does God care?  

ALL:    Not when we clench our fists in anger, rather than opening them in love; not when   
   we work people too hard, and pay them too little; not when we speak bitter and   
   harmful words to those we love; not when we insist on our own way instead of   
   working with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
  So tonight, as we begin our Lenten journey, God offers us a feast. Why? So that the broken   
  bread will strengthen us to break the chains of injustice, to take the burden of poverty off  
  our neighbors, to stop trying to control those around us, to fix a meal for the hungry.  
   God offers us a feast, so that the cup of grace will free us to take coats out of our   
   closets and wrap them around shivering shoulders; to offer shelter to the   
   homeless without judging them; to spend more time with our families and less  

time on the internet.  
So, come to this table and eat. Then, you will see the light God offers to your darkness; then, 
you will find the path God calls you to walk; then, you will discover God waiting to help you, 
even before you say a word.  
  We will come to this table and feast.  
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Communion Prayer (responsive) 
One: People of God, the Lord be with you.  
ALL:    And also with you.   

People of dust, lift up your hearts to God.  
    We lift them up to the One who created us.  
   People of ashes, give thanks to the Lord our God.  
    Praise and thanks are offered to the One who    
   restores us to life.  
 

Choral Call to Prayer   “O, Lord Hear My Prayer” 

 
Prayers of the People 
Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 
 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Sharing the Gifts of God 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 
We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table where we have known the presence of Christ 
and have received all Christ’s gifts. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for you and for one 
another in this season of Lent, and let us show forth your praise in our lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Hymn  “Lord, I Want to be a Christian”  
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart. 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart.  
In my heart, in my heart. Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
 

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart. 
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart. Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 
 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart, in my heart. 
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 
 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart. 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart. Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart.   
    
 

Benediction 
 

Benediction Choral Response  “Go, My Children” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This section intentionally left blank. 
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Postlude 
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Announcements from Grace United Church of Christ 
500 School Street Kohler, Wisconsin 

Church office: 920.452.6795 graceucckohler@gmail.com 
Rev. Beth Petzke, Pastor (rev.beth.petzke@gmail.com 920.371.8018) 

 

 
 

Celebration Moments this Week: 
Birthdays:  Brenda Protzmann, Greg Schuessler, Caitlin McNitt, and Charlie Knepfel 
Anniversaries:  Chuck & Ann Ebert 
 

View Worship Online Join us for worship on Facebook or YouTube (posted on Sundays at 9am) or on our new 
website. OR To RSVP for in-person worship please signup online or call the church office (920.452.6795) 
 

Virtual Coffee Hour Instructions  
This is an interactive opportunity to check in with one another. All are welcome, so feel free to share.  Click Here 
to join us on Zoom. Meeting ID: 541 996 199 Password: 064281 or Call in on the phone: (929)205-6099 use 
Meeting ID: 541 996 199 
 

DVD’s of worship services are available.  Please contact the church office to be added to the list of people who 
receive our worship services by DVD.  (920) 452-6795 or graceucckohler@gmail.com  
 

Grace Cookbooks are still available for sale for $13 each.  To purchase, please contact the church office 920-452-
6795 or Linda Billmann 920-458-8309 or e-mail 
lindabillmann70@gmail.com 
 

We gratefully receive offerings that are mailed to the church.  In addition, we have set up several online giving 
options.  You can contribute to the financial health of the church by making a donation through PayPal or 
Facebook.  Thank you for your continued financial support of the ministries of Grace Church during this time. 

 
Hymns reproduced with permission under CCLI license #1634644 

 

This week’s Calendar at a Glance:  
Sunday:  9 am Worship on Facebook  

9 am Worship in-person at Grace 
Wednesday: 4 pm Ash Wednesday Worship 

(on Facebook and in-person) 
Thursday: 9:30am Virtual Coffee Hour 
Sunday:  9 am Worship on Facebook 

9 am Worship in-person at Grace 

https://www.facebook.com/GraceUCCKohler/?rf=111748338861831
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYnVvQef53Gi-i35AA6w3Mw/featured
https://graceucckohlerwi.wixsite.com/website
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084ca9a822a7f85-grace4
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/541996199?pwd=VGY3c216dThrWDNoZWFQQkF3VVR0QT09&status=success
mailto:graceucckohler@gmail.com
mailto:lindabillmann70@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme2/GraceUcc?utm_source=unp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PPC000654&utm_unptid=55bd50c1-746e-11ea-973b-b875c0259eef&ppid=PPC000654&cnac=US&rsta=en_US&cust=TQVW3CSCUZBV8&unptid=55bd50c1-746e-11ea-973b-b875c0259eef&calc=406e3f8571c29&unp_tpcid=ppme-social-business-profile-created&page=main:email:PPC000654:::&pgrp=main:email&e=cl&mchn=em&s=ci&mail=sys
https://www.facebook.com/GraceUCCKohler/?rf=111748338861831

