
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

May 9, 2021    9 a.m. 
  Sixth Sunday of Easter/Women of Faith 

Prelude  
 

Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Words of Welcome  
Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ (responsive)      
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

Gathering Invitation (responsive)  
One:   The spirit of God calls us from many places; 
ALL:   some of us come from busy homes with many people, some of us live alone. 
   We are a part of the family. 
  This week has been different for each of us; 
   some of us have had happy news we want to celebrate, some of us have faced    
   grief and need to cry. We are members of God’s family. 

Yet we all come to this same place; all of us seeking God’s presence in our lives 
  all of us seeking God’s presence with each other. 
   Together we become God’s family. 
 

Women of Faith (Mother’s Day) Prayer (responsive) 
…We pray that our lives may reflect the love they showed us. 
We pray for older women whose children are grown.    
  Grant them joy and satisfaction for a job well done. 
 We pray for new moms experiencing changes they could not predict. 
  Grant them rest and peace as they trust you for the future. 
 We pray for pregnant women who will soon be moms.  
  Grant them patience and good counsel in the coming months.  
We pray for women who face the demands of single parenthood.  
  Grant them strength and wisdom. 
We pray for moms who enjoy financial abundance.  
  Grant them time to share with their families. 
We pray for women who are raising their children in poverty.  
  Grant them relief and justice. 
We pray for step moms.  
  Grant them patience and understanding and love. 
We pray for women who are separated from their children.  
  Grant them faith and hope. 
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 We pray for moms in marriages that are in crisis.  
  Grant them support and insight. 
We pray for women who have lost children.  
  Grant them comfort in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
We pray for women who gave up their children for adoption.  
  Grant them peace and confidence as they trust in your providence. 
We pray for adoptive mothers.  
  Grant them joy and gratitude for the gift you have provided. 
We pray for girls and women who think about being moms.  
  Grant them wisdom and discernment. 
We pray for all women who have taken on the mother’s role in a child’s life. 
  Grant them joy and the appreciation of others.  
 

Opening Song of Praise   “God, We Praise You for the Women”  
    To the tune of “Come Though Font of Every Blessing”  
1) God, we praise you for the women 
who have taught us to be strong, 
who have held us, who have raised us 
with a prayer and with a song. 
 

2) Sarah laughed to hear the promise-- 
God would bless her with a son; 
Sarah laughed and Sarah doubted 
till she saw what God had done. 
 

3) Pharaoh's daughter, like a mother, 
lifted Moses from a pool, 
brought him safely to the palace 
where a slave would go to school. 
 

 

4) Mary watched the killing madness 
as her son died on the cross; 
she who knew the joy of childbirth 
now was torn by bitter loss. 
 

5) As her life drew on toward evening, 
after she had raised her own, 
Lois held her baby grandson, 
told him of God's love made known. 
 
— written by Daniel Charles Damon. Words are (c) Hope 
Publishing Company 2011. Posted on Hope Publishing 
Company’s Online Hymnody website.  Check that site for 
hundreds of other contemporary hymns – all free for use with a 
CCLI license.    
   

Gathering Prayer (unison) 
Parent God, you are the one Jesus called Abba. You are the one who has nurtured and cared for 
us as a good parent. You call us as midwifes to aid what You are bringing forth. Mother, Father, 
Parent, Abba: Your love knows no bounds, and we are all Your children. We thank You and 
praise You, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made. Help us to grow in Your love, to live out 
Your commandment through the Son to love our neighbor as ourselves, and to continue to 
hold holy Your image in all of us, which is love. Amen. 
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Opening Song of Praise   “To God Be the Glory”   
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Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison)  
God who breaks us open, we confess that we have closed in, boarded up, and cut ourselves off 
from others. We have made churches into boxes that only allow certain people in, all while 
stating that we welcome everyone. We’ve placed requirements on people who need help, that 
they prove it to us first, that they show us their need, their vulnerability, while we hold the 
power. Forgive us, O God, for we might not recognize Jesus if he came to us. Forgive us, O God, 
for not being open to the power of the Spirit that blows through windows and doors. Forgive 
us, O God, for hardening our hearts. Open unto us your love and forgiveness. Break open our 
hardened hearts to receive one another graciously. Break us open, O God, to your ways, made 
known to us through your son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
 

Response of Thanksgiving     
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen, Amen.  
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Sharing God’s Word  1 John 5:1-6 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 
and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And 
his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And 
this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the 
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

Meditation    

 

Choral Call to Prayer  “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”  

 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts   
 

Offertory    
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Response       “The Doxology” 

 
 

Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
Lord of life, you promise abundant life to all who live together in Christ. We offer these gifts as 
a sign of our desire to share our resources for the common good and building of your 
kingdom. We humbly ask that you use them to strengthen our unity and deepen our witness 
and healing presence in this needy world. Amen. 
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Song of Dedication   “Blessed Assurance”   
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Benediction 
 

Benediction Choral Response  “Alleluia”   

 
 

Postlude  
 
 
  
 


