
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

January 17, 2021    9 a.m. 
  Second Sunday after Epiphany – Great Love of Neighbor 

Prelude  
 

Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Words of Welcome  
Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

Opening Scripture Reading  1 John 4:7-21 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love 
one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. 
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we 
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides 
in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and 
believe the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he 
is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to 
do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he 
first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those 
who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 
seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers 
and sisters also. 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ      
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

Gathering Invitation (responsive)  
One: Today we are committing to a different way of living; where we live a just life, bringing our 

whole selves before God and neighbor. 
ALL:  God has already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is looking for in  
   the whole of creation. 
 It’s quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your neighbor; be compassionate and loyal in   
  your love. 
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For this to become reality, we must not hold ourselves too deeply, but learn to  
  take God’s call to love seriously. 

 God gave us the gift of life; 
  It’s up to us to give ourselves the gift of living that life, fully and authentically well.  
 

Opening Song of Praise   “No Matter”  

 
 

Gathering Prayer (unison) 
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Creator of all things, you call us together to serve one another humbly in love. In your family, 
there can be no division among us. Because we are all in a common relationship with you – the 
Christ. When one suffers, we all suffer. When one of us is in bondage, we are all in bondage. 
When one of our siblings’ wrestles with darkness, we all wrestle. In the same way when we 
collectively walk in your Spirit and in your light, we are led and filled by the same Spirit. In you, 
there is no least and last, there are no minorities. There is no inner circle and outlier. Help us to 
walk together in the Spirit of unity, help us to worship in the Spirit of togetherness, help us to 
live and love through the Spirit of hope. Amen. 
 

Song     “Lord, Speak to Me”   

 
 

Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison)   
Forgive us, God, for loving ourselves more than the entirety of your creation. Forgives us for 
the ways in which we have fallen out of love with you, and therefore out of love with our 
neighbor. This loss of love has bred selfishness and created the “othering” and estrangement 
of those around us. It has perpetuated oppression, discrimination, prejudice, and violence. It 
has led us to wake up with greed, seize that which does not belong to us, and ruminate on how 
to attain more, as opposed to share all, as gifts. Holy One, break our hearts open again, that we 
may see your joy, your gratitude, and your constant drawing us toward connection with you 
and one another. Hear our confessions in the silence of our hearts. 
 

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
 

Response of Thanksgiving  
  God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, God’s so good to me! 
  

 
Sharing God’s Word Matthew 22:34-40 
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When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a 

lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He 

said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
 

Special Music  “Help Us Accept Each Other”   
 

Meditation     
 

Choral Call to Prayer “O, Lord Hear My Prayer” 

 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

 
Song of Dedication     “I’ve Got Peace Like a River”   
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Benediction 
 

Benediction Choral Response  “Blest Be the Tie”  

 
 

Postlude    
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Announcements from Grace United Church of Christ 
500 School Street Kohler, Wisconsin 

Church office: 920.452.6795 graceucckohler@gmail.com 
Rev. Beth Petzke, Pastor (rev.beth.petzke@gmail.com 920.371.8018) 

 

 
Celebration Moments this Week: 

 

 
Kate Vitale, Nicole Schroeder, & Brenda Valenstein  

None this week.
 
View Worship Online Join us for worship on Facebook or YouTube (posted on Sundays at 9am) or on our new 
website. OR To RSVP for in-person worship please signup online or call the church office (920.452.6795) 
 

Virtual Coffee Hour Instructions  
This is an interactive opportunity to check in with one another. All are welcome, so feel free to share.  Click Here 
to join us on Zoom. Meeting ID: 541 996 199 Password: 064281 or Call in on the phone: (929)205-6099 use 
Meeting ID: 541 996 199 
 

DVD’s of worship services are available.  Please contact the church office to be added to the list of people who 
receive our worship services by DVD.  (920) 452-6795 or graceucckohler@gmail.com  
 

Grace Cookbooks are still available for sale for $13 each.  They make great Christmas gifts or stocking stuffers.  
To purchase, please contact the church office or Linda Billmann. 
 

We gratefully receive offerings that are mailed to the church.  In addition, we have set up several online giving 
options.  You can contribute to the financial health of the church by making a donation through PayPal or 
Facebook.  Thank you for your continued financial support of the ministries of Grace Church during this time. 

 
Hymns reproduced with permission under CCLI license #1634644 

 

 
   
 

This week’s Calendar at a Glance:  
Today:  9 am Worship on Facebook  

9 am Worship in-person at Grace 
Tuesday: 5:30pm Church Council Meeting 
Sunday:  9 am Worship on Facebook 

9 am Worship in-person at Grace 

https://www.facebook.com/GraceUCCKohler/?rf=111748338861831
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYnVvQef53Gi-i35AA6w3Mw/featured
https://graceucckohlerwi.wixsite.com/website
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084ca9a822a7f85-grace4
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/541996199?pwd=VGY3c216dThrWDNoZWFQQkF3VVR0QT09&status=success
mailto:graceucckohler@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme2/GraceUcc?utm_source=unp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PPC000654&utm_unptid=55bd50c1-746e-11ea-973b-b875c0259eef&ppid=PPC000654&cnac=US&rsta=en_US&cust=TQVW3CSCUZBV8&unptid=55bd50c1-746e-11ea-973b-b875c0259eef&calc=406e3f8571c29&unp_tpcid=ppme-social-business-profile-created&page=main:email:PPC000654:::&pgrp=main:email&e=cl&mchn=em&s=ci&mail=sys
https://www.facebook.com/GraceUCCKohler/?rf=111748338861831

