
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

December 13, 2020    9 a.m. 
  Third Sunday in Advent ~ Joy 

Prelude  
 

Advent Reflection by Deborah E. Harris 
The angelic tidings of great joy and salvation greet us and give us direction  

wherever we find ourselves this Advent. In Christ, we come face to face 
with the joy of all our longing hearts. We encounter a holy joy not subject 

to whim and circumstance – a joy that runs deep and true, even in the midst 
of pain and loss and doubt and tragedy. This unquenchable joy could never 

be contained in one sacred season of life, but instead journeys with us, 
no matter which way we are called to go home. 

 

Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Words of Welcome  
Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

Opening Call to Worship and Prayer (responsive) 
One: In this season of waiting, of longing, of looking for you to come into our world, Jesus, 
  We are seeking your light. 
 

[Candle is lit] 
 

One: This Advent, we hope and pray for joy as we journey together, 
ALL:  Sight for the blind and healing for the sick, 
  Freedom for the prisoners and good news for the poor, 

Release for the oppressed with justice for all and love for each other.        
  As we prepare for the coming of God’s inside out, upside-down Kingdom,  

be with us and lead us in your ways of joy. 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ      
One: May the joy of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath – The Candle of Joy 
One:  We want everything to look nice: the decorations of the season, our homes with their  
  lights and tinsel, wreaths and ribbons.  

We want to lighten the darkness around us, bring beauty to the ugliness  
that wears us down.  

We decorate, because it is tradition.  
  Because it lifts our hearts. Because it makes us feel like children again.  

  The prophet Isaiah smiled when he said, “God will give a garland instead of ashes,  
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.”  
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No matter how far we feel from the spirit of the season, God promises to  
  decorate us with love and with joy. 

  We re-light these candles of hope and peace, and light this third candle as a sign of our joy in  
  the beautiful things of this season –   

not just the things that glitter and flash, but the deeper things, the beauty of the   
  heart and the soul, the beauty of love shared in service and hospitality. We light  
  this candle of joy because Jesus is coming. 

 

Gathering Song   “Waiting For You”  Sing Prayer and Praise Songbook #20 

 
 

Gathering Invitation (responsive) 
One: The Spirit of the Lord is upon us! 
ALL:  We have been called, we have been anointed, we have been given a task. 

As we gather, wherever we gather,   
   Let us hear the Good News and prepare to share it with the world:  
  news about freedom from oppression and healing for the afflicted. 
   The time of the Lord's favor is now! Let us worship together.  
  

Opening Song of Praise   “O Come, Let Us Adore Him”   
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Gathering Prayer (responsive) 
One:  We will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; 
ALL:  Our souls magnify the Lord; 

With our mouths we proclaim God’s faithfulness to all generations 
   Our spirits rejoice in God our savior. 

We declare that your steadfast love is established forever; 
   His mercy is to those who fear him from generation to generation. 

Your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
   He has filled he hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
   You are our God and the Rock of our salvation. Amen. 
 

Song  “Wait for the Lord”   
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Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison)   
The voice of one comes crying out in the wilderness …prepare the way of the Lord. 
A messenger prepares the way, transforming us like the refiner’s fire …calling us to account. 
For the prophets of old have spoken, announcing the breaking open of the dawn…guiding our 
feet in the way of peace. 
 

Merciful God forgive us…Forgive us when we are quick to point the finger at someone else.  
Forgive us when we put our heads down and ignore the cries of injustice. Forgive us when we 
presume to understand the complexity of issues that divide and distract the peoples of the 
land your feet once walked. 
 

Merciful God...forgive us, heal us, encourage us and speak through us, that we may be 
transformed through the refiner’s fire, and the offerings of our hands and our hearts  
may prepare the way for the Christ child to be welcomed among us in peace. 
 

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
 

Response of Thanksgiving  
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.  
 

Sharing God’s Word  
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

    because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

    to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

    and release to the prisoners; 

to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

    and the day of vengeance of our God; 

    to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

    the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

    they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

    the devastations of many generations.  
For I the LORD love justice, 

    I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50#hebrew_reading
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    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

    and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge 

    that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

    my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

    to spring up before all the nations. 
  

Psalm 126 
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

    we were like those who dream. 

Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

    and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then it was said among the nations, 

    “The LORD has done great things for them.” 

The LORD has done great things for us, 

    and we rejoiced. 

Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

    like the watercourses in the Negeb. 

May those who sow in tears 

    reap with shouts of joy. 

Those who go out weeping, 

    bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 

    carrying their sheaves. 
 
 

Meditation   “Making Room for Joy”  
 

Choral Call to Prayer “O, Lord Hear My Prayer”  Renew #173 
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Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This section intentionally left blank. 
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Song of Dedication     “Joy to the World”  

 
 

Benediction 
 

 
 

This section intentionally left blank. 
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Benediction Choral Response  “Blest Be the Tie”  

 
 

Postlude    
Announcements from Grace United Church of Christ 

500 School Street Kohler, Wisconsin 
Church office: 920.452.6795 graceucckohler@gmail.com 

Rev. Beth Petzke, Pastor (rev.beth.petzke@gmail.com 920.371.8018) 
 

View Worship Online Join us for worship on Facebook 
(posted on Sundays at 9am) or on our new website. OR 
To RSVP for in-person worship please signup online or 
call the church office (920.452.6795) 
 

Virtual Coffee Hour Instructions  
This is an interactive opportunity to check in with one 
another. All are welcome, so feel free to share.  Click 
Here to join us on Zoom. Meeting ID: 541 996 199 
Password: 064281 or Call in on the phone: (929)205-6099 
use Meeting ID: 541 996 199 
 

DVD’s of worship services are available.  Please contact 
the church office to be added to the list of people who receive our worship services by DVD.  (920) 452-6795 or 
graceucckohler@gmail.com  
 

We gratefully receive offerings that are mailed to the church. In addition, we have set up several online giving 
options. You can contribute to the financial health of the church by making a donation 
through  PayPal or Facebook. Thank you for your continued financial support of the ministries of Grace Church 
during this time. 
 

Grace Cookbooks are still available for sale for $13 each.  They make great Christmas gifts or stocking stuffers.  
To purchase, please contact the church office or Linda Billmann. 
 

The Alternative Giving Tree:  The Giving Tree will happen, but with a twist.  We are looking for monetary 
donations from the congregation to be used to purchase gift cards for each family. Each family will receive a 
family gift basket with some needed cleaning supplies, games, popcorn and Christmas candy.  We plan to 

This week’s Calendar at a Glance:  
Today:  9 am Worship on Facebook  

9 am Worship in-person at Grace 
  Karen Hendricks 

Robert & Vicki Mavis 
Tuesday:  Tami Ter Maat 
Friday:   Carol Skeris 
Saturday:   Jack & Suzie Bolling 
Sunday:  9 am Worship on Facebook 

9 am Worship in-person at Grace 

https://www.facebook.com/GraceUCCKohler/?rf=111748338861831
https://graceucckohlerwi.wixsite.com/website
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084ca9a822a7f85-grace4
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/541996199?pwd=VGY3c216dThrWDNoZWFQQkF3VVR0QT09&status=success
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/541996199?pwd=VGY3c216dThrWDNoZWFQQkF3VVR0QT09&status=success
mailto:graceucckohler@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme2/GraceUcc?utm_source=unp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PPC000654&utm_unptid=55bd50c1-746e-11ea-973b-b875c0259eef&ppid=PPC000654&cnac=US&rsta=en_US&cust=TQVW3CSCUZBV8&unptid=55bd50c1-746e-11ea-973b-b875c0259eef&calc=406e3f8571c29&unp_tpcid=ppme-social-business-profile-created&page=main:email:PPC000654:::&pgrp=main:email&e=cl&mchn=em&s=ci&mail=sys
https://www.facebook.com/GraceUCCKohler/?rf=111748338861831
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support 6 families giving a family of 5 roughly $250.00 to spend.  We are hoping that the congregation will give 
generously so that we can bring some joy to these families during this unusual and difficult year.  Checks should 
be made out to Grace UCC with the memo Giving Tree by December 13.  Thank you! 
Missions Committee (Laurie Joa, Anne Ebert, Rosemary Lohse, Carol Skeris, Betty Jones) 
 
A Thank you from Helping Kids: 
Thank you is one of those wonderful phrases people use to express a deep admiration, and gratitude, but there 
is often a lot more to it. When it comes from the heart it means you have done something special that one will 
never forget. I thank you for all the generous food donations to Helping Kids.  Your kindness is greatly 
appreciated, and you all have made a difference in the lives of many kids and their families during the holidays.  
From the bottom of my heart, I thank you.  - God’s Richest Blessings, Kathy Rowe, Helping Kids 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


