
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

May 8, 2022    10 a.m. 
Fourth Sunday of Easter/Celebrating Women of Faith 

Gathering Music    
Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Words of Welcome 
 

Tribute to Mothers by Grace Youth 
 

*Song “We Gather Together”  #561 verse 1  
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.    
 

*Gathering Invitation (responsive) 
One:  The spirit of God calls us from many places; some of us come from busy homes with many  
  people, some of us live alone. 
ALL:     We are a part of the family. 

This week has been different for each of us; some of us have had happy news we want to  
  celebrate, some of us have faced grief and need to cry. 
   We are members of God’s family. 
  Yet we all come to this same place; all of us seeking God’s presence in our lives, all of us  
  seeking God’s presence with each other. 
   Together we become God’s family.  
 

Song  “We Gather Together”  #561 verses 2 & 3 
 

Gathering Prayer (unison)  
Lord God of heaven and earth, Creator of our world, and everything in it, yet as close to us as 
our own breath—holy is your name. In you, we live and move and have our being; we are your 
own children, the work of your hands. We pray that your Holy Spirit  would move among us as 
we worship, opening our eyes to your presence, opening our ears to your Word. Receive the 
worship of our hearts and minds and bodies; may it be a pleasing offering to you. Amen.  
 

Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (responsive)  
Holy One, we confess that we have created binaries and boxes, that we have sought to 
categorize people. We have valued one over another. We have sought to label and place others 
in hierarchies that you never intended for us. You have transcended our categories and 
language that attempts to make sense of you. Forgive us when our boxes and categories have 
caused harm. Forgive us when we have devalued others. Forgive us when we have forced 
others to conform. You made the universe and all that is in it. Call us back to your ways of 
healing and wholeness. Amen.  

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
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*Assurance of God’s Love 
 

*Response of Thanksgiving    #623 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:    
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

Women of Faith Liturgy (responsive) 
One: We pray for pregnant women who will soon be moms.  
ALL:    Grant them patience and good counsel in the coming months.  
 We pray for new moms experiencing changes they could not predict.  
   Grant them rest and peace as they trust you for the future. 
  We pray for older moms whose children are grown.  

Grant them joy and satisfaction for a job well done. 
  We pray for women who face the demands of single parenthood.  
   Grant them strength and wisdom. 
  We pray for step moms.  
   Grant them patience and understanding and love. 
  We pray for women who are separated from their children.  
   Grant them faith and hope. 
  We pray for women in marriages that are in crisis.  
   Grant them support and insight. 
  We pray for moms who have lost children.  
   Grant them comfort in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
  We pray for women who gave up their children for adoption.  
   Grant them peace and confidence as they trust in your providence. 
  We pray for adoptive mothers.  
   Grant them joy and gratitude for the gift you have provided. 
  We pray for all women who have assumed the mother’s role in a child’s life. 
   Grant them joy and the appreciation of others. 
  We pray for those people present who are grieving the loss of their mother, especially those   
  lost in the past year. 
   Grant them comfort and hope in Christ’s resurrection. 
 We pray for all women who have made a positive difference in our lives – sisters, aunts,   
  grandmothers, teachers, neighbors, and the like. 

Grant that their lives may reflect the love shown to us, and that they would be   
  pleased to call us by name.  

 

Prayer of Blessing   
 

Sharing God’s Word  Acts 9:36-43 
 

Meditation 
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Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts 
Offertory    
*Response    #625  
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
We give in grateful thanksgiving for all that God has given us. In the upside down world of the 
gospel, we measure our wealth not by what we have, but what we can give away. Let us give 
away generously, in this offering, to bless your church, your people, your creation. Amen. 
 

*Song of Dedication   “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  #51 
  

*Benediction 
 

*Choral Benediction 

 

 
Postlude  
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Announcements from Grace United Church of Christ 
500 School Street Kohler, Wisconsin 

Church office: 920.452.6795 graceucckohler@gmail.com 
Rev. Beth Petzke, Pastor (rev.beth.petzke@gmail.com 920.371.8018) 

          Mary Ann Bichler, Organist   Markus Anderson, Choir Director 
         Paul Green, Church Council President              Sue Hildebrand, Choir Accompanist 

 
Today:  9 am Sunday School  
  10 am Worship at Grace (in person and Livestream) 
Celebration Moments this Week: 

Birthdays:  Laura Tesmer, Henry McKnight, Marcus Widder, Marlea Joa, Gavin McNitt, 
Jerome Mathes 
 

This Month’s Usher Schedule:  
May 15th Glen & Kathy Valenstein 
May 22nd Mike & Lisa Rolloff 
May 29th Marge Horneck & Karen Groth 
 

 

COVID-19 Guidelines at Grace United Church of Christ 
 

We have established a 2 dedicated spaces in our church that require masks except for those age 4 and under. Both locations will 
include signs indicating these designated spaces where masks are required.  The first space is the upstairs balcony where seating is 
physically distanced. Please note that the space is not fully enclosed since it does look out over the congregation.  The second space is the 
lounge in the rear of the sanctuary. It is an extension of our worship space on the main level that is separated by glass windows and 
wooden doors on either side. The glass sliding doors will remain closed at all times. All doors to this room will remained closed at all times 
unless entering or exiting by the wooden doors. In addition to glass windows, there is a dedicated speaker.  The seating is physically 
distanced in this room as well.  
 

For those who are not vaccinated: please wear a mask and follow physical distancing. If would prefer not to wear a mask, you are invited to 

join us online for worship. 
 

For those who are vaccinated: masking and physical distancing are optional.  Each individual is on their honor to follow the appropriate 

guidelines given their vaccination status. 
 

For all who plan to join us for worship in person (vaccinated or unvaccinated): 

-If you are sick, not feeling well, have a fever (100.4) or higher, please join us for worship online. 

 


