
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

May 16, 2021    9 a.m. 
  Seventh Sunday of Easter/Ascension  

Prelude  
 

Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Words of Welcome  
Announcements/Joys & Concerns  
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ (responsive)      
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

Gathering Invitation (responsive)  
One:   A new day has begun. 
ALL:   Hope wins! 

  A fresh start is granted. 
   Faith wins! 

Today you have the opportunity to do something new. 
   Hope wins! 

Christ is entering your life in a new way. 
   Faith wins! 
  Come, let us worship God, who is inviting us into life in a new way, 
   a way that transcends death, a way of hope and faith. 
   Love wins!  Let us worship Christ, who overcame death to give us new life! 
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Opening Song of Praise   Alleluia!  

 
    

Gathering Prayer (unison) 
God of Resurrection, we are grateful that the new life you have promised through Jesus Christ 
is made known to us now. We rejoice that we are a resurrection people, and that there is 
nothing, not even death, that can separate us from your love. At times, we have become 
complacent with the worldly life of our own making, but you are the creator of heavens and 
earth. We rejoice, because you are the one who made us and makes us new! Help us to leave 
behind the ways of this world and live into your ways of restoration: love, justice, mercy, and 
peace. Amen and Amen. 
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Opening Song of Praise   “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”   

 
 

Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison)  
Creator God, we confess that at times we are stuck. We are unable to move forward, and only 
can look back on what once was. We wonder where you are leading us, as it seems we are 
alone. Help us to become unstuck. Help us to move by faith, to trust that you are with us, 
guiding us along the way. Call to us so we will follow your ways. Encourage us to live into 
hope, instead of frozen in fear. Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, help us in this journey of life 
and faith, now and always. Amen. 
 

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 

Response of Thanksgiving    #623 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.  
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Litany for Ascension Day  
One: Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, 
  a new world has broken into ours— 
ALL:  a world in which justice does come for the poor, 
   freedom comes for the prisoners, 
   and healing for the sick. 

Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, 
a new community has been formed— 

   a community that loves and cares for all members, 
   a family that welcomes all who are abandoned and rejected, 
   a place where all find a place of belonging. 
  Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, 
  a new creation has begun—  
   all that was distorted is being restored, 
   all that is corrupted is being renewed, 
   all that was broken is being made whole. 
  Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, 
   God’s new world has begun.  
 

Sharing God’s Word   
Acts 1:6-11  
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 

Psalm 1 

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners tread, 
    or sit in the seat of scoffers; but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
    and on his law they meditate day and night. 
They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, 
    and their leaves do not wither.  In all that they do, they prosper. 
The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  
    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 
    but the way of the wicked will perish. 
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Meditation    

 

Choral Call to Prayer  “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”  

 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts   
 

Offertory   Special Music      
  

Response     “Doxology” 
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Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
Individually, what we have to give doesn't amount to much in the light of all you have given to 
us, and in the face of so much need. Put together as a congregation, what we offer you in love 
becomes more, not simply added together, but somehow multiplied in its usefulness. We ask 
you to bless our gifts and with the addition of your blessing, just as it was with the loaves and 
fishes, there is enough for all. Amen. 
 

Song of Dedication   “How Great Thou Art”  

 

Benediction 

Choral Response  “Alleluia”   

 
 
 

Postlude 

 


