
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

November 28, 2021    10 a.m. 
  First Sunday in Advent – Reclaiming Hope 

Gathering Music  
Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Prelude 
Words of Welcome  
Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

Preparing for Advent 
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ (responsive)      
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

*Gathering Invitation (responsive) 
One:  The angel said to Mary, 
ALL:   “The Lord is with you.” 
  “Do not be afraid, 
   “For nothing is impossible with God.” 
  Mary said to the angel, 
   “Here I am, the servant of God, 
  “May it be with me, 
   According to the word of God.” 
 

Advent Candle Lighting – Hope 
A Time of Reflection  
 

*Gathering Prayer (unison)  
God of Advent, coming into view, you are like the sun just before dawn, when twilight is 
fading. You are like the first star at night before all the stars blaze into glory. You are the moon 
rising, and the new moon, about to be born. We see everything differently by your light and 
your darkness. May the wonder and surprise of this season take root in us, though we know 
the old story. May we be caught up in the excitement and joy even when we repeat old 
traditions. May we be inspired by You, O God, even as the seasons turn as they always do – for 
they turn in a new way in this new year. Come, O Come, Emmanuel and give us hope. Amen. 
 

*Song   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  #123 
 

*Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison)  
God of the hopeless, we confess that closing in on two years of living in a Covid world, we have 
lost hope that things will return to normal. We are reminded, like Jeremiah reminded the 
exiles, that we cannot go back to the way things were. Instead, we must build in a new way, 
knowing that you are always with us. As we build a new way of being church, of being faithful 
in the world around us, of following you, remind us of the assurance that you are always doing 
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something new, and always preparing for us a future with hope. In our despair and dejection, 
renew and restore our hearts. In the name of Christ, who is returning to us, we pray. Amen. 

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

*Assurance of God’s Love 

*Response of Thanksgiving    #623 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:    

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.  
 

Sharing God’s Word   
Jeremiah 33:14-16  
The Righteous Branch and the Covenant with David 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days 
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and 
restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love 
for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our 
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

Meditation 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
(We do not pray to inform God of our needs; we pray because we depend on God and trust in God’s love for us.  

Let us enter into a time of quiet communion with God.) 

Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts 
Offertory   
*Response    #625  
 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
Holy One, this Advent season we wait in hope. And we give in hope. Hope for your coming 
reign; Hope because of your presence with us even now. Receive these generous offerings, 
and use them for your work of healing and hope in our world. Amen. 
*Song of Dedication   “The Solid Rock”  #404 
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*Benediction 
Postlude  

Announcements from Grace United Church of Christ 
500 School Street Kohler, Wisconsin 

Church office: 920.452.6795 graceucckohler@gmail.com 
Rev. Beth Petzke, Pastor (rev.beth.petzke@gmail.com 920.371.8018) 

 

This week’s Calendar at a Glance: 
Today:  9 am Sunday School & Adult Bible Study  

10am Worship at Grace (in person and Livestream)  
Monday:  6:30pm Handbell Choir Practice 
Wednesday:  6pm Choir 
   6:30pm Confirmation 
Sunday:   9 am Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 
   10am Worship at Grace 

 (in person and Livestream) 
Budget Meeting following worship 

 

Celebration Moments this Week: 
Birthdays:  Ben Widder, Stephanie Weeden, Joe Limberg, 
Lin Van Koevering, Carl Hitchcock, Stacy Harriott 
Anniversaries:  none 

 

This Month’s Usher Schedule:  
Nov 28- Jim & Jean Limberg 
Dec 5- Mike & Lisa Rolloff 
 

Notice of Grace’s Annual Budget Meeting on Sunday Dec 5th following worship. 
 

Mission of the Month Our November Mission of the Month is The Giving Tree.  The Giving Tree for Head Start 
families is back! If you are not able to shop but would like to contribute financially, please write “giving tree” in 
the memo of your check and place it in the offering plate.  Please wrap all gifts and attach the ornament tag and 
deliver to church by December 16th. Thank you for giving and making Christmas brighter for the families.  If are 
interested in helping pack up and delivering the gifts on December 17th please let Laurie Joa know 920-451-0445 
 

Poinsettia Plants are available for purchase in honor or in memory of loved ones to enhance our worship space.  
Order envelopes are available on the table in the back of the sanctuary.  All orders are due in the church office 
by November 28th. 
 

Can you help?  There is a project list posted in the Narthex of things that need to be done around church.  If you 
find a project that you can take care of or sponsor, please add your name by that task and someone from the 
Property Committee will be in touch with you.  Thanks for your help! 

 
 

COVID-19 Guidelines at Grace United Church of Christ 
In consideration of those in our faith community who are unable to get vaccinated.  
Please love your neighbor by following the guidelines below:  
For those who are not vaccinated: please wear a mask and follow physical distancing. If would prefer not to 
wear a mask, you are invited to join us online for worship. 
For those who are vaccinated: masking and physical distancing are optional. 
Each individual is on their honor to follow the appropriate guidelines given their vaccination status. 
For all who plan to join us for worship in person (vaccinated or unvaccinated): 
-If you are sick, not feeling well, have a fever (100.4) or higher, please join us for worship online. 
-In the rear of the sanctuary (in the lounge) is a space dedicated for those who would prefer to worship in 
person and are more comfortable with physical distancing in mind.  

tel:920-451-0445

