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Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

January 10, 2021    9 a.m. 
  The Baptism of Christ – First Sunday after Epiphany 

Prelude “Another Year” 
 

Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Words of Welcome  
Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ      
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

Gathering Invitation (responsive)  
One: The heavens open. The Spirit descends. 
ALL:  Jesus emerges from the water. 
  And a voice echoes through the blue expanse. 
   "This is my child, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased." 
  Jesus is named. Claimed. 

We come to the water. We remember we are named. Claimed. 
  Can it be so? What a thing to be named. Claimed. 

Let us worship the one who names and claims us still. 
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Opening Song of Praise   “All Creatures of Our God and King” verses 1, 3, and 5 

 
 

Gathering Prayer (unison)  
Almighty God, your Spirit swept over the waters of creation; you are sweeping over us now, 
creating something new. Call us away from the distractions of the world to experience what 
you are doing now, in us, and through us, and in our world.  
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Open us to a new awakening, a new beginning, where we look through the lens of the 
goodness of your creation, experiencing all possibilities in you. Turn us away from the 
negative lens, and lead us to the light. In the name of Jesus, who leads us into life, we 
pray. Amen. 
 

Song   “Lead Us from Death to Life”    

 
 

Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison)   
God of all mercy, in our baptisms you have marked us as your own; you have given us a new 
identity and made us part of the body of Christ. In doing so, you have called us to rise to new 
life and to live together in community. However, we have not always been faithful to your call. 
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We have forged our own identity and held to destructive habits. We confess we have failed to 
welcome others, broken bonds we have had with brothers and sisters, and served ourselves 
more than you. Forgive us and hear now our confessions in the silence of the moment. 
 

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
 

Response of Thanksgiving  
  God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, God’s so good to me! 
  

Sharing God’s Word Mark 1:4-11 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you 
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
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Special Music  “Shall We Gather at the River” 
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Meditation     
 

Choral Call to Prayer “O, Lord Hear My Prayer”   

 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Song of Dedication   “Down By the Jordan” to the tune of “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”) 
 

Down by the Jordan, a prophet named John was baptizing, 
Preaching a message the people found bold and surprising: 
"God will forgive! Show that you'll change how you live! 
Surely God's new day is rising!" 
 

https://carolynshymns.com/down_by_the_jordan.html
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There by the river, the crowd came with great expectation: 
"Are you God's Chosen One, sent here to rescue our nation?" 
"No!" John replied. "He who is mightier than I 
Judges and offers salvation." 
 

Jesus, you went to be baptized along with the others, 
Taking your place among sinners, God's lost sons and daughters. 
Then with great love, God's Spirit came as a dove! 
Your work began in those waters. 
 

Here in the Church, we are baptized and filled with God's Spirit. 
Freed and forgiven, we're welcomed with joy! Can you hear it? 
This is God's sign! This is how God says, "You're mine!" 
Let's take the good news and share it!    
 

Benediction 
 

Benediction Choral Response  “Blest Be the Tie”   

 
 

Postlude “Beautiful Savoir” 
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Announcements from Grace United Church of Christ 
500 School Street Kohler, Wisconsin 

Church office: 920.452.6795 graceucckohler@gmail.com 
Rev. Beth Petzke, Pastor (rev.beth.petzke@gmail.com 920.371.8018) 

 

 
Celebration Moments this Week: 

 

 
Ann Ebert, Joni Stefanczyk, Sami Linck,  

Ken Lisowe, and Vern Nigh 

 

Janice & Vern Nigh and Shari & Neil Jensen

 
View Worship Online Join us for worship on Facebook or YouTube (posted on Sundays at 9am) or on our new 
website. OR To RSVP for in-person worship please signup online or call the church office (920.452.6795) 
 

Virtual Coffee Hour Instructions  
This is an interactive opportunity to check in with one another. All are welcome, so feel free to share.  Click Here 
to join us on Zoom. Meeting ID: 541 996 199 Password: 064281 or Call in on the phone: (929)205-6099 use 
Meeting ID: 541 996 199 
 

DVD’s of worship services are available.  Please contact the church office to be added to the list of people who 
receive our worship services by DVD.  (920) 452-6795 or graceucckohler@gmail.com  
 

Grace Cookbooks are still available for sale for $13 each.  They make great Christmas gifts or stocking stuffers.  
To purchase, please contact the church office or Linda Billmann. 
 

We gratefully receive offerings that are mailed to the church.  In addition, we have set up several online giving 
options.  You can contribute to the financial health of the church by making a donation through PayPal or 
Facebook.  Thank you for your continued financial support of the ministries of Grace Church during this time. 

 

 
   

This week’s Calendar at a Glance:  
Today:  9 am Worship on Facebook  

9 am Worship in-person at Grace 
Sunday:  9 am Worship on Facebook 

9 am Worship in-person at Grace 

https://www.facebook.com/GraceUCCKohler/?rf=111748338861831
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYnVvQef53Gi-i35AA6w3Mw/featured
https://graceucckohlerwi.wixsite.com/website
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084ca9a822a7f85-grace4
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/541996199?pwd=VGY3c216dThrWDNoZWFQQkF3VVR0QT09&status=success
mailto:graceucckohler@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme2/GraceUcc?utm_source=unp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PPC000654&utm_unptid=55bd50c1-746e-11ea-973b-b875c0259eef&ppid=PPC000654&cnac=US&rsta=en_US&cust=TQVW3CSCUZBV8&unptid=55bd50c1-746e-11ea-973b-b875c0259eef&calc=406e3f8571c29&unp_tpcid=ppme-social-business-profile-created&page=main:email:PPC000654:::&pgrp=main:email&e=cl&mchn=em&s=ci&mail=sys
https://www.facebook.com/GraceUCCKohler/?rf=111748338861831

