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Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

April 19, 2020    10 a.m. 
Second Sunday of Easter 
Celebration of Earth Day 

GATHERING 
Prelude  
Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship  
Words of Welcome 
 

Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

Gathering Invitation (responsive) based on Psalm 118:26a 
One:  Come, let us dwell in God’s shelter. Let us dwell in God’s work of art.    Come, because the 

Earth is the Lord’s, and God’s Earth is our home.  We live in God’s world; we are not alone. 
ALL: We share this life with the heavens and the earth, with the waters and the 

land, with trees and grasses, with fish, birds, and animals, with minerals and 
creatures of every form, 

And with all our brothers and sisters. God is good and everything God makes is good. God is 
love and everything God makes is love’s fruit. Let us worship God! 
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Opening Song of Praise #64   “All Creatures of Our God and King” verses 1 & 5 
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Gathering Prayer (unison) 
O God, whose breath gives life to the world and whose voice is heard in the soft breeze, we 
need your strength and wisdom. Come to us and among us. We join with your creation and 
with each other to sing your praises. Amen.  
 
Song “Let All Things Now Living” 
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CONFESSION 
Prayer of Reconciliation (unison)   
God, you have made known to us the ways of life. Yet, too often, we put other things above 
you and turn away from the ways of life and toward the ways of death. Forgive us and guide us 
back into your presence, that we may know the fullness of joy. 
 

  (Moments of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
 

Response of Thanksgiving #623 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.  
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ      
 May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

   And also with you. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
Sharing God’s Word   
Genesis 1:31 
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. 
 

Psalm 65 
Thanksgiving for Earth’s Bounty 
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; and to you shall vows be performed, O you who answer prayer! 
To you all flesh shall come.  When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, you forgive our transgressions. 
Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to live in your courts. 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, your holy temple. 
By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation; 
     you are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. 
By your strength you established the mountains; you are girded with might. 
You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples. 
Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs; 
     you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 
You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water; 
     you provide the people with grain, for so you have prepared it. 
You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 
You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 
The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy,  
     the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain,  
     they shout and sing together for joy. 
 

John 20:19-31 
Jesus Appears to the Disciples 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After 
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he 
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breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
Jesus and Thomas 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, 
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered 
him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
The Purpose of This Book 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing 
you may have life in his name. 
 

Meditation        “Our Place in the Story” 

RESPONSE 

Choral Call to Prayer  “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” 

 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.    

 

Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts  
Offertory  
Doxology #625   

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;   
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Praise God above, ye heav’nly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
God of wonder, we offer you these humble gifts, signs of your goodness and mercy. Receive 
them with our gratitude, that through us, all people may know the riches of your live in the 
Word-made-flesh. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
Song of Dedication   “Here I Am, Lord”  
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Benediction 
Benediction Response       “Hallelujia”   
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Postlude 
 
 
 


