
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

December 12, 2021    10 a.m. 
  Third Sunday in Advent – Reclaiming Joy/Choir Song Service 

Gathering Music    
Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Prelude 
Words of Welcome  
Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

*Sharing the Joy of Christ (responsive)      
One: May the joy of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

*Gathering Invitation (responsive) 
One:  Let us serve the Lord with gladness,  
ALL:   and come before his presence with a song. 
  Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; 
   let us exult his name together. 
 

*Advent Preparation   “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  #124  verse 1 
 

Advent Candle Lighting 

A Time of Reflection 

Gathering Prayer (unison) 

Holy God of joy, we rejoice in the reality of who you are.  We live within the joy of your love for 

us. Our contentment comes and goes.  Our happiness ebbs and flows.  Our feelings depend 

upon our circumstances, our physical health, and our brain chemistry. But our joy is deeply 

rooted in our identity as your beloved children. Be with us as we give you thanks and praise. 

Amen. 
Choir Anthem  "Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne"   
 

*Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison)  
One:  God of Grace, you blow the breath of life into our lungs, you have formed us in your image. 
ALL:   And yet we acknowledge that sometimes we are not who you would have us be.  
  You challenge us to embrace the refining fire of your love, to meet you on the threshing  
  floor of life, to be washed as with fuller's soap. 
   But in our heart of hearts we would rather keep those things that would be   
   removed in such an encounter.  
   Through your grace, life-giving God, accept us as we are, 
   Unrefined, unwashed, the chaff mixed in with the grain.  
   And help us to move into a new way of being. Amen. 
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(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

*Assurance of God’s Love 

*Response of Thanksgiving    #623 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:    

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen, Amen.  
 

Scripture   Luke 2:1-7 
The Birth of Jesus 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

Choir Anthem   "A Caribbean Noel"  
 

Scripture   Luke 2:9-14 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

Choir Anthem  “As Lately We Watched" 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
(We do not pray to inform God of our needs; we pray because we depend on God and trust in God’s love for us. 

Let us enter into a time of quiet communion with God.) 

Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Scripture   Luke 2:15-20 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Choir Anthem   "A Joyous Christmas" 
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Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts 
Offertory   
*Response    #625  
 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
Holy One, this Advent season we wait in joy, and we give with joy.  Joy for all you have given 
us; Joy because of your sacred promises.  Receive these generous offerings, and use them to 
spread your joy in our world. Amen. 
 

*Song of Dedication   “Joy to the World”  #125 
 

*Benediction (unison) 
Let us be a people of joy. 
Let joy live in our heart and share the joy of Christ with all we meet – sharing joy by seeing the 
good in each other; sharing joy by remembering good times and hoping for good times to 
come; sharing joy by praying for our world.  In this Advent season, we need to see, feel, and 
share joy.  As we go out into the wonder of God’s creations, share joy, peace, and hope with 
those you meet. Amen. 
 

Postlude 


