
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

April 2, 2021    4 p.m. 
  Good Friday  

Prelude  
 

Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Words of Welcome 
 

Choral Call to Worship “Gathered Here In the Mystery of this Hour”  

 
 

Gathering Invitation (responsive) 
One:  There really is nothing good about it. 
ALL:  There is no good in violence, in fear, in injustice, in cruelty. 
 Yet we call this day ‘good’ because God was there that day; 
  We call this day ‘good’ because God is here this day.  
 Knowing that God is with us, let us have courage to hear this terrible story once again. 
  And let us worship God.  
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Opening Song of Praise   “The Old Rugged Cross”  verse 1 only 
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Opening Sentences 
A Prayer of Reconciliation for Good Friday (unison) 
Ever-Present God, on this Good Friday, our whole world is engulfed in shadows. It hurts to 
imagine Jesus abandoned and suffering on the cross with only a faithful few watching him 
breathe his last breath. It hurts to watch your light overtaken by the shadows of the world, but 
we just find our place in this crucifixion story and feel the pain that is there: the pain of the 
world, of faithless decisions; of betrayal; of injustice. Jesus entered that pain out of 
faithfulness to you and to us, to witness to the truth that is justice, wholeness and love. We 
confess, we are afraid to enter this pain with Jesus. Strengthen us with your courage; offer 
glimpses of hope in the shadows of death; let us know you are present with us here in this 
moment of pain; now as always. Amen. 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
 

Song    “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”  
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THE BETRAYALS 
Scripture Reading   John 18:1-11 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place 
where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew 
the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers 
together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and 
torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked 
them, “Whom are you looking for?” They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am 
he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they 
stepped back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they said, 
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these 
men go.” This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you 
gave me.” Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his 
right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I 
not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 
 

Choral Response “Journey to Gethsemane” verse 1 

 



5 | P a g e  

 

Scripture Reading  John 18:15-18, 25-27 
Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he 
went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the 
other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the 
gate, and brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are 
you?” He said, “I am not.” Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, 
and they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and 
warming himself. 
 

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not also one of his 
disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of 
the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” Again Peter 
denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed. 
 

Prayer (unison) 
God in Christ, you travel with us towards the most wounded places in our souls. 
You know the agony of pain, guilt, and hurt deep within us as we face the fact that we have 
betrayed others or been betrayed ourselves. Amen. 
 

Special Music Response    “Within Our Darkest Night”   
 

THE QUESTIONING 

Scripture Reading  John 18:28-40  

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. They 
themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the 
Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” They 
answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” Pilate said to 
them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not 
permitted to put anyone to death.” (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind 
of death he was to die.) 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, 
“I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have 
you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my 
kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a 
king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who 
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case against him. But you 
have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the 
King of the Jews?” They shouted in reply, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit. 
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Choral Response  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”  #183 
 

 
THE CRUCIFIXION 
Scripture Reading  John 19:17-30  
and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in 
Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with 
Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus 
was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief 
priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of 
the Jews.’” Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” When the soldiers had crucified 
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Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his 
tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, “Let 
us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, 
“They divided my clothes among themselves, 
    and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
And that is what the soldiers did. 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 
beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your 
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am 
thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of 
hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he 
bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

THE CHERISHING 
Scripture Reading  John 19:38  
After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of 
his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so 
he came and removed his body. 
 

Scripture Reading  John 19:39-42 
Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
weighing about a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen 
cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was 
crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because 
it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 

Special Music  “When You Prayed Beneath the Trees” (To the tune of “Will you Come and Follow me”)  

1) When you prayed beneath the trees, 
it was for me, O Lord; 
when you cried upon your knees, 
how could it be, O Lord? 
When in blood and sweat and tears 
you dismissed your final fears, 
when you faced the soldiers' spears, 
you stood for me, O Lord. 

2) When their triumph looked complete, 
it was for me, O Lord, 
when it seemed like your defeat, 
they could not see, O Lord! 
When you faced the mob alone 
you were silent as a stone, 
and a tree became your throne; 
you came for me, O Lord. 
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3) When you stumbled up the road, 
you walked for me, O Lord, 
when you took your deadly load, 
that heavy tree, O Lord; 
When they lifted you on high, 
and they nailed you up to die, 
and when darkness filled the sky, 
it was for me, O Lord. 
 

4) When you spoke with kingly power, 
it was for me, O Lord, 
in that dread and destined hour, 
you made me free, O Lord; 
earth and heaven heard you shout, 
death and hell were put to rout, 
for the grave could not hold out; 
you are for me, O Lord. 

FRAGRANT ANNOINTING 
 Special Music  “There Is a Balm in Gilead”  
   

Prayerful Recess in Silence 
 

Jesus is laid in the tomb, and his followers leave him to God,  
in the silence and rest of Sabbath. You are invited to sit in silence as you reflect on the events of Christ’s Passion 

during this Holy Week.  
 

 

 
 
    


