
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

February 7, 2021    9 a.m. 
  Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  

Prelude  
 

Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Words of Welcome  
Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

Opening Scripture Reading  Isaiah 40:27-31   
Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, 

“My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 

Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 

but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ (responsive)      
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

Gathering Invitation (responsive)  
One: Have you not known? 
ALL:  Our God is the everlasting God, creator of the ends of the earth. 

Have you not heard? 
  God does not faint or grow weary. 
Have you not known? 
  God’s understanding is unsearchable. 
Have you not heard? 
  God gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless. 
Have you not known? 
  Those who wait for God will renew their strength they shall  

   mount up with wings like eagles. 
We come to hear. We come to know. 
Let us come together to worship God. Thanks be to God. 
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Opening Song of Praise   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 

 
 

Gathering Prayer (unison) 
Gather us in as one people, that we may worship you as one body. Heal our broken hearts and 
bind up our wounds, that we may come into your presence healthy and whole. As we seek 
your wisdom. help us to discern your greatness, as we honor the power and glory of your love. 
Amen. 
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Song   “Soften My Heart”    

 
Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison)   
Merciful God, we confess that we have hardened our hearts. We stare ahead instead of taking 
notice and acknowledging the person asking for help on the side of the road. We turn away 
when we hear a voice of someone calling out in their agony because we are afraid. We make 
empty promises to do better for others, for the environment, for organizations that help those 
in need when we have more money, more time, more resources. However, we often fail to 
follow through. Forgive us. Soften our hearts so to break open to compassion for those in 
need. Soften our heads so that we can discover your abundance and how to use our resources 
now. You have shown us kindness and compassion time and again; help us to live into your 
ways of mercy and justice for others. Amen. 
 

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
 

Response of Thanksgiving 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy universal Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
  

Celebrating our Gifts and Dedicating Them to God 
      Presentation of Gifts 
      Liturgy (responsive) 

We dedicate our gifts to you, O God. 
   Help us to use them to glorify you; to be vessels of your work in this world. 
  We dedicate our pledges to you, O God. 
    Guide our leaders as they prepare us financially for the  upcoming year. 
  We dedicate our time, talent, and abilities to you, O God. Use us to do your work in  

this world. 
    Encourage us to see that we are all ministers called into the body of Christ.  

  Use us in our service. Amen. 
 

Sharing God’s Word Mark 1:29-39 
Jesus Heals Many at Simon’s House 
As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James 
and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at 
once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she 
began to serve them. 
That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And 
the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various 
diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because 
they knew him. 
A Preaching Tour in Galilee 
In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and 
there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, they 
said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring 
towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he 
went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 
 

Special Music  “On Eagles Wings”         
 

Meditation    
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Choral Call to Prayer “O, Lord Hear My Prayer”  

 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Celebration of Council Members    
Introduction 
 

Thanksgiving for Outgoing Council Members 
Pastor: Members of this household of faith, you have witnessed how our sister and brother in 

Christ, Tahna Jensen and Larry Ter Maat, have answered God’s call to service on the 
church council. Let us affirm our appreciation for the work they have done on our 
behalf. 

ALL: We gather in celebration of the joy that is ours for the service of Jesus Christ 
at Grace United Church of Christ. We thank you for your leadership, and 
sharing of your time and talents to bring glory to God’s word. Together, may 
we continue to be a faithful church of Jesus Christ. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

Installation of Incoming Council Members 
Presentation   
Pastor: Members of this household of faith, David Rabe, our brother in Christ, has answered 

God’s call to service. Let us affirm our intention to live in covenant with him. Let us 
witness to the commitment we now make. 

ALL: We gather in celebration of the joy that is ours to be partners with you in the 
service of Jesus Christ. We promise to love you, honor your leadership, and 
assist you that together we may be a faithful church of Jesus Christ. 

 

Prayer  
Declaration  
Greeting of Christian Love 
Pastor: In accordance with the faith and order of this church, I extend to you Christian love. 
ALL:   Thanks be to God! 
 

Song of Dedication     “It Is Well with My Soul”  verses 1 and 4 

 
 
 
 
 

Hymn continues on the next page 



7 | P a g e  

 

 
 

Benediction 
 

Benediction Choral Response  “Go, My Children”   verse 1 only 

 
 
 
 
 

Hymn continues on the next page 
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Postlude    
 

Announcements from Grace United Church of Christ 
500 School Street Kohler, Wisconsin 

Church office: 920.452.6795 graceucckohler@gmail.com 
Rev. Beth Petzke, Pastor (rev.beth.petzke@gmail.com 920.371.8018) 

 

This week’s Calendar at a Glance: 
Today: 9 am Worship on Facebook 9 am Worship in-person at Grace  
Thursday: 9:30am Virtual Coffee Hour  
Sunday: 9 am Worship on Facebook 9 am Worship in-person at Grace  
 

Celebration Moments this Week:  
Birthdays:  Jean Limberg, Mike Skeris, Corliss Kummer, & Lorraine Rolloff 
Anniversaries:  Gordon & Sandy Horneck and Dan & Beth Petzke 
 

The Lenten season will soon be upon us.  Ash Wednesday worship will take place on February 17 at 4pm both 
online and in person.  More details on our Lenten worship opportunities will be sent next week.  
 

View Worship Online Join us for worship on Facebook or YouTube (posted on Sundays at 9am) or on our new 
website. OR To RSVP for in-person worship please signup online or call the church office (920.452.6795)  
 

February & March Mission of the Month is Project Angel Hugs.  Project Angel Hugs offers comfort and support 
to children with cancer and to their families. We are asking for monetary donations as their specific needs are 
ever changing. (Although postage stamps and gift wrapping paper is always welcome)  Please indicate on your 
donation that your gift is intended for Project Angel Hugs. 
 

Virtual Coffee Hour Instructions  
This is an interactive opportunity to check in with one another. All are welcome, so feel free to share. Click Here 
to join us on Zoom. Meeting ID: 541 996 199 Password: 064281 or Call in on the phone: (929)205-6099 use 
Meeting ID: 541 996 199  
 

DVD’s of worship services are available. Please contact the church office to be added to the list of people who 
receive our worship services by DVD. (920) 452-6795 or graceucckohler@gmail.com  
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Grace Cookbooks are still available for sale for $13 each. To purchase, please contact the church office 920-452-
6795 or Linda Billmann 920-458-8309 or e-mail lindabillmann70@gmail.com  
 

We gratefully receive offerings that are mailed to the church. In addition, we have set up several online giving 
options. You can contribute to the financial health of the church by making a donation through PayPal or 
Facebook. Thank you for your continued financial support of the ministries of Grace Church during this time.  
 

Hymns reproduced with permission under CCLI license #1634644 


