
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

April 25, 2021    9 a.m. 
  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Prelude  
 

Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship 
Words of Welcome  
Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

Choral Call to Worship “The God of Abraham Praise” verse 1 only  
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Sharing the Peace of Christ (responsive)      
One: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
ALL:   And also with you.  
 

Gathering Invitation (responsive)  
One:   The call of Christ is this: 
ALL:   Love one another. 
  The law and the prophets teach this: 
   Love one another. 
  The world calls us to fulfill our desires, 
   But Christ commands us to love one another. 
  We do this best not in word or speech, 
   But in truth and action. 
  Beloved, let us love one another, 
   For Christ first loved us. Come, worship God, who is Love.  
 

Opening Song of Praise   “The Gift of Love”   
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Gathering Prayer (unison) 
God of Love, we mistake many things in this world for love. We still worship idols, believing 
that having more is a symbol of blessing and love. We envy the wealthy, believing they have all 
happiness. We look to those who are famous, believing if they take notice of us, it is love.  
Call us into the truth of love: the heartbreaking work to make sure one another’s needs are 
met. For if we all lay down our lives for one another, not a one will be forgotten and left out.  
If we all love one another, all needs can be cared for. If we all love one another, we know your 
love is present with us. Fill us with your love and call us into this work of mutual care and 
understanding. Amen. 
 

Opening Song of Praise   “They’ll Know We are Christians” 
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Prayer of Approach and Reconciliation (unison)  
Almighty God, we fail to love one another, because we love the things of this world more.  
We love having possessions, because they make us feel valued. The more possessions we have, 
the more we feel safe and secure. We worry that we will not have enough, while others go 
hungry and homeless. Forgive us for being possessed by our possessions. Forgive us for 
turning to wealth instead of love. Call us back into your commandment to love our neighbors 
as ourselves. If we live this out, we know there will be enough for everyone, for you have 
provided an abundant Earth for us all. Call us into mutual love, understanding, and care. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

(Moment of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
 

Response of Thanksgiving    
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen, Amen.  
 

Shepherd Prayer (based on Psalm 23, 27:3; Isaiah 41:10, 43:1-3; Luke 12:32; John 10:11) 
 

One: Jesus said, I am the Good Shepherd. Fear not, for I am with you. Do not be dismayed for  
  I am your Lord. I will strengthen you. Yes, I will help you. I will hold you up with my  
  right hand.  
ALL:   Yes, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,  
   for you are with me. Your rod for protection and your staff for guidance, they    
   comfort me.  
  I am your Shepherd. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through  
  the rivers, you shall not drown. When you walk through fire, you shall not be burned.  
   Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you will revive me. Lord, you stretch out   
   your hand against the wickedness of my enemies, and your right hand saves me.  
  You are the sheep of my pasture, I have created you, formed you. Do not fear for I have   
  redeemed you. I have called you by your name. You are mine.  
   Though many should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear. Though war   
   should rise against me, in this will I be confident. You, Lord, are the Shepherd of   
   my soul. You are my light and my salvation., You are the strength of my life.  
   How great is your goodness toward those who trust in you!  

I am the Good Shepherd, and I say to you “Fear not little flock, for it is your Father’s good   
  pleasure to give you the kingdom. He has determined to give you the Kingdom.”  
   Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell   
   in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

Sharing God’s Word  John 10:11-18 
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, 
who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 
sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs 
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away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own 
and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my 
life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and 
they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I 
lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I 
have received this command from my Father.” 

Meditation    

 

Choral Call to Prayer  “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” 

 
 

Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts   
 

Offertory   “You’ll Never Walk Alone”  Men of Grace (previously recorded)  
  

Response      
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
Loving God, bless these gifts and all the ways in which we give. 
May each of our gifts be a part of co-creating and tending to the love, safety, belonging,  
and dignity you envision for the world. Amen. 
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Song of Dedication   “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us”   
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Benediction 
 

Benediction Choral Response  “Alleluia”   

 
 

Postlude  
 
   


