
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

April 15, 2022    6:30 p.m. 
  Good Friday  

Prelude   
Ringing of the Bells Preparing us for Worship  
Words of Welcome 
 

Preparatory Music 
Centering Thoughts 

The 
people 

stood yelling, 
“Crucify!” 

and it breaks our hearts every time. 
For Jesus’ death occurs every time someone 

is ignored, mistreated, oppressed. 
“Crucify!” 

tears 
away 

at 
God’s 

Beloved. 
 

A Time of Giving and Receiving 
The ushers will bring forward our financial gifts during this time.  

Please use this time to center yourself and prepare  
for tonight’s service. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
Generous God, over and over your grace sustains us, over and over your love provides for us, 
over and over your arm steadies us. God, you have given us everything. You have not held 
anything back, not even your only begotten son. With humble hearts we thank you. 
We give you these gifts, with gratitude and joy, thankful that you are God over all. Amen. 
 

*Gathering Invitation based on Isaiah 52:13-15 (responsive) 
One:  The Lord be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you.  
  See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high. Just as   
  there were many who were astonished at him—so marred was his appearance, beyond  
  human semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals—so he shall startle many nations;  
  kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that which had not been told them they  
  shall see, and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.  
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Song  “Christ at Table There with Friends” 

   

 
Nails of the Cross 

 

A Prayer of Reproach (unison) 
Loving God, we thank you for Jesus, and that he would stop at nothing, not even death on a 
cross, to show that you love us, that you seek to forgive us and that you promise to be with us, 
always. As we hear the story, may we remember the depth of that love! Amen. 
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The Nail of Pride   
 

Meditation and Prayer (beginning with silence) 
One: O God, help us consider our own pride and where it leads.  
ALL:  O God, do not let us deceive ourselves. Our pride hurts us and creates walls between   
   us and others.  
 O God, we know too that our pride hurts you. 
 

Choral Response #427 “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”  verse 1   
 

The Nail of Betrayal  
 

Meditation and Prayer (beginning with silence) 
One: O God, help us consider how we betray others, how we abandon them in their time of need,   
  how we think of ourselves first. 
ALL:   O God, do not let us deceive ourselves. 
   Our acts of betrayal hurt us and create walls between us and others. 
  O God, we know too that our betrayal hurts you.  
 

Choral Response #181 “Were you There?”   
Were you there when he walked the road alone?  
Were you there when he walked the road alone?  
O---Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;  
Were you there when he walked the road alone?  
 

The Nail of Envy   
 

Meditation and Prayer (beginning with silence) 
ONE:  O God, help us consider how we envy others, how we desire more than we receive and seek   
  to influence and rule over others. 
ALL:   O God, do not let us deceive ourselves. Our envy hurts us and creates walls between 
us and others.  
 O God, we know too that our envy hurts you.  
 

Choral Response #181 “Were you There?”   
Were you there when they stripped him of his clothes?  
Were you there when they stripped him of his clothes?  
O---Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;  
Were you there when they stripped him of his clothes? 
  

The Nail of Indecision   

 

Meditation and Prayer (beginning with silence) 
One:  O God, help us consider how we waver, how we seek to avoid responsibility and to blame   
  others for our actions.  
ALL:   O God, do not let us deceive ourselves. Our indecision hurts us and creates walls   
   between us and others. 
  O God, we know too that our indecision hurts you.  
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Choral Response #181 “Were you There?”   
Were you there when they nailed him to the cross?  
Were you there when they nailed him to the cross?  
O---Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;  
Were you there when they nailed him to the cross?  
 

The Nail of Cruelty   

 

Meditation and Prayer (beginning with silence) 
One:  O God, help us consider how we are cruel to others, how we malign and slander others and  
  add to the evil that comes upon them. 
ALL:   O God, do not let us deceive ourselves. Our cruelty hurts us and creates walls  
   between us and others.  
  O God, we know too that our cruelty hurts you. 
 

Choral Response #181 “Were you There?”   
Were you there when they mocked the son of God?  
O---Were you there when they mocked the son of God?  
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;  
Were you there when they mocked the son of God?  
 

The Nail of Hatred   

 

Meditation and Prayer (beginning with silence) 
One:  O God, help us consider how we show hate to others, how we fail to care for others  
  and make distinctions among them. 
ALL:   O God, do not let us deceive ourselves. Our hatred hurts us and creates walls  
   between us and others.  
  O God, we know too, that our hatred hurts you.  
 

Choral Response #181 “Were you There?”   
Were you there when the sun refused shine? 
O---Were you there when the sun refused shine?  
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;  
Were you there when the sun refused to shine?  
 

Reflections from Mary, the Mother of Jesus  

 

Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer (unison)  
  Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Musical Response   
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Tolling of the Bell  
 

Stripping of the Altar 
 

Prayerful Recess in Silence 
Jesus is laid in the tomb, and his followers leave him to God,  

in the silence and rest of Sabbath. The pastor will lead the congregation out of the sanctuary in silence as you 
individually reflect on the events of Christ’s Passion during this Holy Week. You are invited to leave into the 

silence and shadows of the night.  
    

Announcements 
  

Grace United Church of Christ 
500 School Street Kohler, Wisconsin 

Church office: 920.452.6795 graceucckohler@gmail.com 
Rev. Beth Petzke, Pastor (rev.beth.petzke@gmail.com 920.371.8018) 

Mary Ann Bichler, Organist    Markus Anderson, Choir Director 
Paul Green, Church Council President   Sue Hildebrand, Choir Accompanist 

Today:               6:30 p.m. Worship (in person and Livestream) 
Sunday:  9 am Sunday School  
  10am Easter Worship at Grace (in person and Livestream) 

 
A warm welcome is extended to each one joining in worship this evening.  
May God strengthen our faith through our time together. Let us remember what Jesus 
endured because he loved us. Even in the darkest days of your life, you are not alone and 
God’s love will always be present with you to sustain you.  
 

Thank you to all those who have shared their time and talents to make this service 
meaningful. 
 

 

 
 
 

COVID-19 Guidelines at Grace United Church of Christ 
 

We have established a 2 dedicated spaces in our church that require masks except for those age 4 and under. Both locations will 
include signs indicating these designated spaces where masks are required.  The first space is the upstairs balcony where seating is 
physically distanced. Please note that the space is not fully enclosed since it does look out over the congregation.  The second space is the 
lounge in the rear of the sanctuary. It is an extension of our worship space on the main level that is separated by glass windows and 
wooden doors on either side. The glass sliding doors will remain closed at all times. All doors to this room will remained closed at all times 
unless entering or exiting by the wooden doors. In addition to glass windows, there is a dedicated speaker.  The seating is physically 
distanced in this room as well.  
 

For those who are not vaccinated: please wear a mask and follow physical distancing. If would prefer not to wear a mask, you are invited to 

join us online for worship. 
 

For those who are vaccinated: masking and physical distancing are optional.  Each individual is on their honor to follow the appropriate 

guidelines given their vaccination status. 
 

For all who plan to join us for worship in person (vaccinated or unvaccinated): 

-If you are sick, not feeling well, have a fever (100.4) or higher, please join us for worship online. 

 


