
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

April 9, 2020    6:30 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday – A serve of Remembrance & Action 

GATHERING 
Prelude 
Words of Welcome 
 

*Gathering Invitation (responsive) 
One:  Our help is in the name of the Lord 
ALL:  who made heaven and earth. 
 Jesus said: I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
  Just as he loved us, we should love one another. 
 On this day, 
  Christ the Lamb of God gave himself into the hands of those who would slay him. 
 On this day, 

Christ took a towel and washed the disciples’ feet, giving us an example that we should do to others 
as he has done to us. 

 On this day, 
  Christ gathered with his disciples in the upper room. 
 Christ, our God, gave us the holy feast 

That we who eat the bread and drink the cup may proclaim his holy sacrifice and be partakers of the 
new life of his resurrection. 
  

*Opening Song of Praise     “Gathered Here In the Mystery of this Hour”  

  
Gathering Prayer (unison) 
God of love, as we prepare to remember the events of this poignant night, open our eyes to see the beauty of 
Jesus’ self-giving love, and by your Spirit, work in our community a desire and commitment to serve each other and 
our hurting world. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Song    “Day is Done” 

 
 

CONFESSION 



  

Prayer of Reconciliation (unison) 
Jesus, our feet are dirty from the journey. We have not loved one another as you have loved us. Callousness and 
violence stain our hearts and lives. How will we become clean again? We see the table there, but who will make us 
clean and ready for the meal? Where will we find water for those soiled soles? Restore us to the joy of God’s 
salvation. 
 

  (Moments of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
  

*Response of Thanksgiving #345  verse 1 

  Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!  
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his spirit, washed in his blood.  
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long,  
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
THE MEAL 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The United Church of Christ practices open communion.  All are welcome at the table.  

 

Invitation  
 

Communion Prayer  
One:  God be with you. 
ALL:  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
    We lift them to God. 
   Let us give thanks to God most high. 
    It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Prayers of the People/Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Sharing the Gifts of God 
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 
We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table where we have known the presence of Christ and have received all 
Christ’s gifts.  Strengthen our faith, increase our love for you and for one another in this season of Lent, and let us 
show forth your praise in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 

THE CALL TO WASH 
Sharing God’s Word  John 13:1-35  

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the 

Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the 

heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 

things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer 



  

robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to 

wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going 

to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter 

said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon 

Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed 

does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he 

knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know 

what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and 

Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you 

also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 

messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. I am not 

speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But it is to fulfill the scripture, ‘The one who ate my bread has 

lifted his heel against me.’ I tell you this now, before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am 

he. Very truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever receives me receives him who 

sent me.” 

Jesus Foretells His Betrayal 

After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.” The 

disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus 

loved—was reclining next to him; Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So 

while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I give this piece 

of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of 

Simon Iscariot. After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you 

are going to do.” Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. Some thought that, because Judas had the 

common purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival”; or, that he should give something to the 

poor. So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. 

The New Commandment 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God 

has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you 

only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot 

come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

RESPONSE 
Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts  
Offertory      
*Response #4   “How Great Thou Art”   

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder  
Consider all the worlds thy hands have made,  
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder.  



  

Thy power throughout the universe displayed.   
Then sings my soul. My Savior God, to Thee;  
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!   
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee:   
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!  

 

*Prayer of Dedication  
 

SENDING 
*Song of Dedication  “What Wondrous Love is This”    

  
   



  

*Benediction 
 

*Benediction Response       “Jesus, Remember Me” 

 
  

*Postlude 

 

 


