
 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!   

April 5, 2020    10 a.m. 
Palm Sunday 

GATHERING 
Prelude 
Ringing of the Bells Calling us to Worship  
Procession of Palms  “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 

 

 

 



 
Words of Welcome 
 

Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 

*Gathering Invitation (responsive based on Psalm 118:26a) 
One:  Awake to the day of triumph for our Savior! 
ALL:  Give thanks for this day that leads to the cross! 
 Come with your branches, hosannas, and songs! 
  Fill the air with welcome to the Lord! 
 Blessed is the one who comes it the name of the Lord.  

  

*Opening Song of Praise     “Gathered Here In the Mystery of this Hour”       

   

Gathering Prayer (unison) 
Lord, as we remember how Christ the King entered Jerusalem to the sound of joyful shouts, increase our faith 
and hear to our prayers, so that we may praise you each day, by living always in him. For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Song   “All Glory, Laud and Honor”  

 

 

 
 



CONFESSION 
Prayer of Reconciliation (unison) 
We confess, O God, that we are broken. We are not together physically. We are struggling and suffering in this 
world, in this time of isolation. However, we confess, O God, that you are our healer. You are the one who 
unites, who binds us together.  
 

We confess that we feel lost, in an unfamiliar time, with an unknown future. But we also confess, O God, that 
we have an opportunity to learn the needs of our neighbors more clearly, to listen to one another more 
deeply. We confess, O God that at times we are finding more spaces to rest. We confess that we are also 
exhausted. We confess all the ways that we are distressed, ill at ease, where we struggle with the space we are 
in; we also confess the simple pleasures we have found in activities we have more time for.  
 

In all this weirdness, O God, help us to find you, to welcome you in our lives, to know that your reign is not of 
this world. Remind us that this will be temporary, but your reign is eternal. In the name of Christ, who knows 
our isolation, who knows what it is like to struggle to find rest, who knows our needs in this time, we pray. 
 

  (Moments of silence for personal confession and reflection) 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
 

*Response of Thanksgiving  
  Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!  O what a foretaste of glory divine!  

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his spirit, washed in his blood.  
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long,  
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ      
 May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

   And also with you. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
Sharing God’s Word   
 Isaiah 50:4-9a (unison) 

The Lord God has given me 
    the tongue of a teacher,  
that I may know how to sustain 
    the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 
    wakens my ear 
    to listen as those who are taught. 
The Lord God has opened my ear, 
    and I was not rebellious, 
    I did not turn backward. 
I gave my back to those who struck me, 
    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
    from insult and spitting. 

The Lord God helps me; 
    therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
    and I know that I shall not be put to shame;      
he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 



    Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
    Let them confront me. 
It is the Lord God who helps me 

 Matthew 21:1-11 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 
colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 
them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying, 

“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 
cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 
shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This 
is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 

Meditation  “The Risk of Being Counter-Cultural” 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
      born of the Virgin Mary, 
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended into hell. 
      On the third day he rose again from the dead; 
      he ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the God the Father Almighty, 
      and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the one Holy Universal Christian Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 



      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

RESPONSE 
Choral Call to Prayer  “Hear Our Prayer, O God”   

  
Pastoral Prayer/Silent Prayer 

(We do not pray to inform God of our needs; we pray because we depend on God and trust in God’s love for us.) 
 

Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.    
 

Invitation to the Offering of our Gifts  
Offertory       
*Response  “How Great Thou Art” verse 1 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder  
Consider all the worlds thy hands have made,  
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder.  
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.   
Then sings my soul. My Savior God, to Thee;  
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!   
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee:   
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!  

 

*Prayer of Dedication  
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING 
*Song of Dedication  “Bring Many Names”   

    



*Benediction 
*Benediction Response       “Jesus, Remember Me”   

   
*Postlude 

 

 


